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EDITORIALS 


The Presbyterian U.S.A. 
(Northern) Assembly Of 1944 
Votes Against Part Of The 

Plan Providing For 
The Reunion 


In the ordination of ministers in the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., the question is asked, (1) 
“Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament to be the Word of God, the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice?” (2) “Do you 
sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of 
Faith of this Church as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures?” 


In the Book of Church Order of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. (Southern) there is added 
to this second question the following, “and do 
you further promise that if at any time you find 
yourself out of accord with any of the funda- 
mentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on 
your own initiative, make known to your presby- 
tery the change which has taken place in your 
views since the assumption of this ordination 
vow?” 


In the plan providing for Reunion of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of America 
and the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
as the Presbyterian Church of the United States, 
chapter 21, page 122 of the Book of Church 
Order uses the form above given from our Book 
of Church Order and in the Comments of the 
Southern Members of the Drafting Committee, 
page V paragraph 3 they state, “The Book of 
Church Order of the proposed Re-united Church 
(which comprises the Form of Government, the 
Book of Discipline, and the Directory of Wor- 
ship) is designed to embrace the best features of 
the government of the contracting Churches. The 
student of this document will find that much of 
it has been adopted bodily from the Southern 
Book, and that many distinctive Southern feat- 
ures ... have been gladly embraced by the con- 


ferees of the U.S.A. Church.” 


From time to time we have noticed references 
in The Presbyterian Tribune, such as the follow- 


ing: ‘We have heard much about overlooking doc- 
trinal differences in the interest of church union, 
and for myself, I am willing to do a lot of that. 
But are we also going to begin overlooking Chris. 
tian ethical differences in the interest of church 
union?.I am not so sure I am willing to do a lot 
of that.” 


We find, however, that the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., is not even willing to bring this particular 
matter, above referred to, into conformity with 
our Book of Church Order or the Plan of Re- 
union. Their 1943 Assembly adopted and sent 
down to their Presbyteries an overture to bring 
their chapter of the form of government on the 
ordination of ministers into conformity with the 
above by making the following addition to ques- 
tion 2: “and do you further promise that if at any 
time you find yourself out of accord with any 
of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, 
you will, on your own initiative, make known to 
your Presbytery the change which has taken 
place in your views since the assumption of this 
ordination vow?” This overture received 134 af- 
firmative votes. Since 136 affirmative votes were 
necessary for the passage of the overture it failed 
to pass. There are 270 presbyteries in the U. 8. A. 
Church, and of this number they were only able 
to get 134 affirmative votes in the above im- 
portant matter. As an example of the attitude of 
the presbyteries which sent in a positive protest 
against this ig ge we quote the following from 
he Presb of Freeport: 
the ytery p = ane 


“We believe the following in Question 2 
under Article V, Chapter XVII of Overture 
A, to be wrong in principle and likely to 
prove disastrous in practice. 


‘And do you further promise that if at any 
time you find yourself out of accord with any 
of the fundamentals of the system of doc- 
trine, you will on your own initiative make 
known to your presbytery the change which 
has taken place in your views since the a> 
sumption of this ordination vow?’ 


We fear that this question would deter 
from entering the ministry many sensitive 
young men who were over-scrupulous in con- 
science. 


We fear that if any minister should go t 
presbytery stating that he had some difficul- 
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ties, gossip might easily spread back to his 
congregation and impair his usefulness.” 


This vital clause, which provides that the gospel 
minister will, of his own motion, declare his de- 

ture from the creed and faith which he has 
solemnly vowed that he accepts, and will defend, 
is both essential and paramount if we are to 
have a ministry which does not stultify the Church 
which it serves. 


Without this provision we.cannot escape the 
medley of doctrinal views now existing in the 
great U.S.A. Church and so ably protested by 
Maj. W. Calvin Wells in his minority report of 
our Committee on Cooperation and union. Changes 
in our basic faith and doctrines must come about 
in the orderly manner, adequately provided for in 
our Confession of Faith and Book of Church 
Order. Were our declared faith subject to re- 
vision by every pulpit, as the absence of this 
clause would permit, we would have nothing but 
confusion and chaos. “For if the trumpet give an 
uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself for 
the battle?” I Cor. 14:8. 


Here in the refusal of the U.S.A. Church to in- 
clude this vital provision in their Book of Church 
Order we see again, “confusion confounded” should 
the proposed organic union of our Churches be 
consummated. —HBD. 


Mighty Moments 


We recently read, for the third time, a book by 
Lionel Fletcher, the great Australian evangelist, 
with the above title. The book is a simple narra- 
tive of some of the “mighty moments” of his 
life as an evangelist; a story of men coming to 
Christ, some quietly without emotion and without 
some unusual experience back of their conversion, 
others after a mighty struggle and with marvelous 
manifestation of the work of the Holy Spirit in 


convicting of sin and bringing to a saving faith 
in Christ. 


The greatest calling in this world is that of 
preaching the gospel and the greatest possible 
event in the world is when a soul is saved. 


As one sees or hears of such mighty moments 
one’s heart is stirred and there comes a longing for 
a great revival in our own midst. Surely the hand 
of the Lord is not shortened that it cannot save, 
neither his ear heavy that it cannot hear, so that 
the revival exxperiences of a past generation 
cannot be repeated in our own time. 


_ Revival can come now. Revival is coming now 
m some places. This revival is not based on edu- 
tation or the wisdom of this world but on, as it 


always been, the preaching of Jesus, the only 
hope of the lost sinner. . 


We Presbyterians have rightly been afraid of 
undue emotionalism in religion. But, we probably 
“ave carried this fear entirely too far. Emotional- 
sm has a part in our daily lives. In fact sorrow 
= Joy and the various reactions which come 
ne them are all variations of this emotionalism. 

the transaction of. conversion, whereby we ac- 
cept the atoning work of Christ, is a real ex- 


perience of the heart there must, of necessity, be 
an emotional reaction. 


Recently the son of a close friend was reported 
missing in action. All the family and others 
could do was pray and wait but three weeks later 
a telegram came saying this young man was safe. 
For loved ones and friends this was a mighty mo- 
ment and there was an emotional reaction of joy 
in which all shared. 


A soul won to Christ is a mightier moment 
than the incident related above and yet we so 
often fail to appreciate or react to it. Is it not 
because all too frequently we lose sight of the 
fact that all men, out of Christ, are lost for 
eternity? 


In participating in evangelism which wins, we 
are fulfilling the mission of the Church and re- 
capturing for ourselves the joy which has no equal 
on this earth. 


While guarding against unhealthy emotionalism 
we should at the same time look for and expect a 
reaction in some measure commensurate with the 
mighty moment of conversion. —L.N.B. 


An Appreciation 


About three years ago we received Mrs. Cath- 
erine Vos’ Child’s Story Of The Bible, and at the 
time, felt that this was a monumental work. Since 
that time we have recommended it to friends and 
church members. All have expressed appreciation 
for calling their attention to this book. We have 
given a number as presents and in each case en- 
thusiastic expression of gratitude have come 
forth. In this connection one interesting case 
comes to mind. We were in a home a few weeks 
after we placed one of these volumes, and the 
cook asked if we could get one for her and re- 
marked, “Dey sho enjoys dis book here.” We have 
used this book at our familly altar with profit and 
help to the entire family. The superintendent of 
our intermediate department has used it in her 
Sunday afternoon services with phenomenal suc- 
cess. 


There is only one minor fault we have been 
able to find with this remarkable book and that is 
in the title. The title reads Child’s Story Of The 
Bible From Seven To Seventy. The word “Child’s” 
is misleading to some. Adults conclude because of 
this term that it it only for children, whereas it is 
suitable for all ages. Apart from this little criti- 
cism it is our honest belief that no book has ap- 
peared in this generation that could be more 
useful in home and church life. 


As Christians we must realize that we have an 
obligation to propagate good books because Satan 
and his cohorts are propagating evil ones. It is 
high time that we recall a warning of Daniel Web- 
ster on this subject. “If religious books are not 
widely circulated among the masses of the coun- 
try ... I do not know what is to become of our 
nation. And the thought is one to cause solemn re- 
flection on the part of every patriot and Chris- 
tian. 


“If truth is not diffused, error will be. 
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“If God and His Word are not known and re- 
ceived, the devil and his works will gain ascen- 
dency. 


“If the evangelical volume does not reach every 
hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and licentious liter- 
ature will. 


“If the power of the Gospel is not felt through 
the length and breadth of the land, anarchy and 
misrule, degradation and misery, corruption and 
darkness, will reign without mitigation or end.” 


This is not the flash in the pan type of book, 
and recommended as “The Book of the Month,” or 
“The Book of the Year,” but should be recom- 
mended as “The Book of the Years.” Judged on 
the basis of its marvelous simplicity, its grand 
style, its reverent language, it is without a peer. 
Since Christmas is not far off, it might not be 
amiss to state that it will make a wonderful 
Christmas present to any individual or family. 

—John R. Richardson. 





Why I Believe In Verbal 
Inspiration 


I believe in ‘Verbal Inspiration” because I am 
forced to the view that “Plenary Inspiration” is 
impossible unless it extends to the WORDS as 
well as the thoughts. As Dr. Hodge so clearly says, 
“The thoughts are in the words.” Full, or Plenary 
Inspiration, and Verbal Inspiration are the same 
thing. If the Spirit of God does not guide the 
sacred writer to select and use the right word, 
then the truth that he is trying to state will either 
be obscured or a false impression made. There is 
room for every sort of error and we cannot have 
an “infallible rule of faith and practice.” Such 
expressions as these: “I have put my words in 
thy mouth” (Jer. 1:9), “It is not ye that speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in 
you,” (Matt. 10:20), They spake, “As the Spirit 
gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4), all imply that 
the WORDS were inspired. Again the very WORD 
or WORDS of Scripture are used by Christ and 
Apostles to prove cases they are arguing. 


But our object here is not to argue the matter 
but to only give a short bit of testimony and 
some simple illustrations which come to our minds 
as we think about this subject. As we preachers 
pray “The Preacher’s Prayer’—“‘Oh, God, take 
this message, make it THINE, each thought, each 
WORD—ALL thine, NOTHING mine,” we are 
sometimes conscious that our prayer is heard, in 
measure at least, and that God DOES give us 
thoughts and words. Now we certainly make no 
claim to “inspiration” in the Bible sense, yet if 
God did not illumine our minds and anoint our 
lips, we would be helpless and our preaching 
empty and vain. If we consciously feel and ex- 
perience such help from God, then HOW EASY to 
believe that Moses, who talked with God face 
to face, Isaiah who “saw the Lord and HEARD 
his voice,” Daniel, “greatly beloved of God,” 
or a Paul or John could and did have FULL 
inspiration! 


I read this the other day in White’s Bunyan 
Characters; “He said that Mercy was a pretty lass, 
but troubled with ill “Conditions.” Poor illiterate 
John Bunyan stood in the centre (according to 


Dec. 1944 


Dr. Murray of the New English Dictionary) of , 
group of learned and famous men, composed of 
Chauncer, Wyclif, Skelton — Richard Stee] anq 
Walter Scott—all agreeing in their use of oy 
word, (“Conditions”), and all supplying examples 
of its use in the best English books.” 


Before the Westminster Assembly wrote dow 
its great definition of God a certain divine was 
asked to lead in prayer. As he began his prayer jp 
words which seem to all of us “almost inspired,” 
they realized that they had their definition, 


Now if this “illiterate” tinker, and learned 
divine both seemed to receive WORDS in which 
to express their thoughts, why should we think it 
strange that God should inspire the men who wrote 
the Bible, the Word of God, and guide them a; 
to the words they used? How could he keep them 
from error unless he DID give them the right 
words? I do not believe that the Spirit would 
needlessly interfere with a writer’s own vocabulary, 
whether that of a plain man like Amos or 4 
learned man like Paul, but I DO believe He guides 
in ALL their words and where necessary, supplies 
the word. 


Why should we balk at “Dictation” or 
“Mechanical” Inspiration where it is necessary? If 
a business man can speak into a machine and 
his stenographer turn a button and hear his voice 
and take down his words, why should not God at 
times do the same thing, so to speak. The Bible 
certainly seems to say that He does on occasion. 
(See Ex. 24:4). If we can swiftly and skillfully 
use our fingers on the keyboard of typewriter 
or piano and bring out words or music, cannot 
God easily play upon the human mind, His ma- 
chine, to produce words as well as thoughts? 


If we believe in the supernatural it is not hard 
to believe in Full, or Plenary, or Verbal In- 
spiration. It is the natural way for God to reveal 
truth to those whom He loves. It would be harder 
for me to think that He would do this in a 
partial or imperfect way. Let us rejoice that the 
God who “cannot lie” has given to us a fully in- 
spired Word of truth and life. 

<_< 2 


Give The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal For Christmas 


The Christmas Season is very near. Many of 
you are thinking of the best gifts for your loved 
ones and friends. The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal is a gift that will carry with it at least 
twelve monthly reminders of your thoughtfulness 
and love. More than that, The Journal carries 
News of Eternal Life which is able to make men 
wise unto Salvation and build them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


An attractive announcement card goes to each 
one who is to receive the Journal as a Christmas 
Gift. We suggest that you sit down immediately 
and print plainly the names and addresses, '™* 
cluding zone numbers, of all those to whom you 
want to give the Journal this year, and get them 
right off to us. 








You will save precious time, and, for a ver! 
modest expenditure you will be purchasing & gift 
which yields eternal dividends. Six gift su 
tions for five dollars. 
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The Gospel Reading Of The 
Sermon On The Mount 


At the ecumenical seminar in Geneva in August 
1936. Dr. Eduard Thurneysen, Pastor and Pro- 
fessor in Basel, created quite a stir by insisting 
on the Gospel reading of the Sermon on the 
Mount. With exhaustive thoroughness he por- 
trayed the diverse readings and sundry interpre- 
tations which men of different schools have given 
to this matchless discourse. Nevertheless, Thurney- 
sen insisted on reading the Four Gospels in the 
light of the GOSPEL and in interpreting the 
Sermon on the Mount as integral to the theme 
of the whole Bible: the revelation of the grace 
of God in Christ Jesus. And this reading of the 
Sermon is the interpretation of the Protestant Re- 
formers and the fathers of our Church. 


The Beatitudes are the Gospel Lesson for All 
Saints Day—the day of the nailing of the Ninety- 
five Theses to the Door of the Church in Witten- 
berg, the day when Cop delivered his Rectoral 
Address to the University of Paris—the address 
Calvin had written. In our day James Moffatt 
has called attention to the great grace word with 
which Jesus opened the Sermon on the Mount. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who realize 
their spiritual bankruptcy, for theirs is the King- 
dom of Heaven, the Throne of Grace, the King- 
dom of the Son of God’s love. Blessed are those 
who mourn over their own spiritual wretchedness 
as the Apostle mourns in the seventh of Romans, 
for they shall be comforted with the comfort of 
the Gospel which is the forgiveness of sins. Blessed 
are those that hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, for they shall be filled with a righteousness 
that exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 
the Pharisees. Yea, those who come to our Lord 
Jesus Christ shall never hunger, whose who believe 
on Him shall never thirst! 


In our catechetical exposition of the fifth pe- 
tition of the Lord’s Prayer, which is an integral 
part of the Sermon on the Mount, our Church 
is officially committed to the Gospel reading of 
the Sermon. “In the fifth petition, (which is, 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors) 
acknowledging that we and all others are guilty 
both of original and actual sin, and thereby be- 
come debtors to the justice of God, and that 
neither we nor any other creature can make the 
least satisfaction for that debt: we pray for our- 
selves and others, that God of His free grace 
would, through the obedience and satisfaction of 
Christ apprehended and applied by faith, acquit 
Us both from the guilt and punishment of sin, 
accept us in his Beloved, continue His favour and 
grace to us, pardon our daily failings, and fill us 
with peace and joy, in giving us daily more and 
more assurance of forgiveness; which we are the 
rather emboldened to ask, and encouraged to ex- 
pect, when we have this testimony in ourselves, 


that we from the heart forgive others their 
offences,” 


The main theses of Dr. Thurneysen’s expositions, 
a given in Theologische Existenz Heute, 46, may 

translated, thus: 

P 1 B 

‘Like the whole Gospel, the Sermon on the 


Mount must also be apprehended in a way that 
is fundamentally Christological. Whoever appre- 
hends it otherwise, thereby fails to hearken to it. 


II. 

“The Christology of the Sermon on the Mount 
stands in this form: that in it Jesus is presented 
as the bringer of the Messianic Kingdom (Reign) 
with its new Righteousness. The way in which He 
presents it is to picture the conduct of the man 
who is called into this Kingdom. 


ITI. 

“In the presentation, which the Sermon on the 
Mount gives of the conduct of the new man of 
the coming Kingdom, the law enters daily under 
which the Lord of this Kingdom places the whole 
life of His people. In the Sermon it is declared 
that we serve Him as the one Lord, beside whom 
there is no other. But so far this new man is Jesus 
Christ Himself: this law is totally fulfilled in Him. 
He proclaims to us in the Sermon on the Mount 
this law which has been fulfilled by Himself. This 
is the Gospel in the Law of the Sermon on the 
Mount: that therefore the law is valid over us, 
but, also that Christ Jesus is its fulfiller for us. 


IV. 

“The Sermon on the Mount GOSPEL of the 
obedience of Christ, who has fulfilled the law for 
us, does not exclude but really includes that our 
obedience is also demanded. But it is obedience 
on the ground of grace. Just on that account it 
is the real obedience of the real (man), and that 
is always the obedience of the disobedient, the sin- 
ful man.” 


In His love and mercy God, the eternal Son, 
took the seed of David that He might be the 
Messiah of His people. But the Messiah came not 
first in the regal splendour which becomes the 
King. He came in the form of a servant and lived 
the life of a citizen and a subject of His own 
Kingdom that by His perfect obedience His im- 
perfect, yea, sinful subjects might be received 
as Righteous in Him. By the obedience of this One, 
God has passed the verdict, Justified, upon those 
who in their hearts sanctify Him as Lord and 
King and Saviour, who look to His Cross for for- 
giveness and to His Resurrection a ag gy 

—Wm. C. R. 


Theses On Justification 


We are justified not on the ground of our own 
righteousness. Christ is the end (the fulfillment) 
of the law for righteousness to every one who be- 
lieveth. Even faith is not the ground of our 
righteousness nor the condition of our salvation, 
but the instrument by which we lay hold of Christ 
as our Righteousness and our Salvation. Christ 
dwells in believers by His Word and His Spirit, but 
believers are not justified on the ground of His in- 
dwelling, but of His Righteousness, that is, of His 
obeying the law as our representative and of His 
enduring the penalty of our transgression as our 
substitute. This Righteousness of Christ is im- 
puted to us not infused into us. Rom. 10:3-4; 
Phil. 3:9. 


* * 


For justification the Righteousness of Christ 
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is sufficient, ample. It is never to be supplemented 
by any fancied righteousness of our own. Abraham 
was as fully justified when he believed God as he 
ever became (Gen. 15:6), and by His Knowledge 
God’s righteous servant justifies many as fully 
as they are ever justified (Isa. 53:11). Whenever 
a believer analyzes himself as he is in himself 
he finds himself a wretched, carnal man, sold 
under sin (Romans 7). But at the same time as he 
is in himself a sinner he is justified by the im- 
puted righteousness of Christ. God justifieth the 
the ungodly (Rom. 4:5), the Publican, the dying 
thief, David (Rom. 4:6), and Abram, the un- 
circumcised idolater. 


* * * 


Justification is “the heart of the Church,” “the 
article of a standing and a falling Church” 
(Luther), “the principal hinge by which religion 
is supported” (Calvin), the organizing principle 
for Christian theology (Thornwell). Consequent- 
ly, the focus of attention ought not to be directed 
away from it, nor ought it to be buried like a 
relic under the dome of sanctification. 


* * * * 


Justification is attested by the law and the 
prophets (Rom. 3:21), the one Gospel of God was 
promised afore through the Old Testament 
prophets (Rom. 1:1), and is illustrated by the 
examples of Habakkuk, David and Abraham. Thus 
the Apostle repeatedly points out that he is pro- 
claiming not a new plan of salvation, but the 
saving Gospel by which God has ever dealt with 
His people. 


* * *& & * 


The life of a justified sinner is ever a life of 
grace. “And if it is of grace, it is no longer of 
works, else grace were not grace” (Rom. 11:6). 
The grace economy puts us in the position of chil- 
dren, not of servants who earn wages or merit 
reward. Our imperfect selves and soiled works 
are only received by grace in and for Christ’s sake. 
Thus, we need the disposition of a son not of 
a hireling. 


** * *¢ & & 


When the true believer falls into sin there re- 
mains the promise of God’s mercy, the interceding 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit who never leaves him 
(Psalm 51:10-11). The Holy Spirit who has not 
departed creates a clean heart and renews a right 
spirit. “He is present wherever a broken heart 
needs to be kept on the right road to heaven.” The 
real righteousness of man before God never con- 
sists in the implanting of the essential righteous- 
ness of Christ, nor yet in his qualities, but it is 
found only in the imputation of an alien righteous- 
ness, and the consequences which follow in life 
are left with the Holy Spirit of whom the third 
article of the Creed treats. 


ee % *& * * 


When God justifies He at the same time re- 
generates. Justification is an act of God’s al- 
mighty grace whereby He declares the sinner 
righteous and at the same time quickens the 
spiritually dead by the Holy Spirit. , 


Justification comes out of God’s mere good. 
ness, His lovingkindness, His mercy, His love 
that seeketh not her own (Agape), and this love 
acts justly on the ground of the active and 
sive obedience of Christ. God does not justify for 
any forseen goodness on our part, nor for any 
obedience accruing to him from us. God justifies 
those who believe in Christ, “Without any money 
ur price of theirs, or any manner of expectation 
of any excellence or any virtue in them, in any 
wise to recommend them.” (President Edwards), 


These theses were drawn up in connection with 
a course given on The Reformed Doctrine of Justi. 
fication using the work of Professor Eduard Bohl 
as translated into English by Rev. C. H. Riedese] 
of Norfolk, Nebraska. —Wm. C. Robinson. 


The Purpose Of Licensure 
By Rev. Ralph A. Brown, Ph.D.* 


The Book of Church Order states that Licensure 
is a period of probation to make sure of a candi- 
date’s abilities before he is ordained to the min- 
istry. But the increasing practice of the Church is 
to examine a man after or near the close of his 
seminary work, when he has a call to definite 
work, and if his examination is sustained to accept 
it as satisfactory for ordination and proceed to 
appoint a Commission to complete that ordination 
and installation without any real period of pro- 
bation intervening. This practice in reality does 
away with the real intent of The Book of Church 
Order. 


It may be asked why such a situation has de- 
veloped. The only logical answer is that the 
Church Colleges no longer offer the subjects 
which are still required for Licensure, primarily 
Hebrew, Theology and Church History. Therefore, 
though the present statement of the Book of 
Church Order permits a man with an A.B. Degree 
or equivalent to ask for Licensure, the actual 
requirements for examination make it necessary 
to await the completion of his seminary work. By 
that time the student usually has a call to definite 
work and desires, not Licensure, but Ordination. 


The fact that both Paragraphs 111 and 112 are 
being considered in the suggested changes to the 
Book of Church Order indicates how far this 
matter has gone in the minds of many of the 
Church. But the suggested changes to Paragraph 
112 do not go far enough to correct this problem 
because they still include Hebrew and Theology 
in requirements for examination, which our Church 
Colleges do not offer. 


The suggestion is here offered that the way to 
re-establish Licensure as a really probationary pe 
riod would be to make the following requirements 
for its examination: 1. An A.B. Degree or equiva- 
lent from an approved school. 2. Examination 0 
the Candidate’s VIEWS on Theology and the Holy 
Scriptures, instead of his KNOWLEDGE of them. 
3. The three written parts for trial specified in 
the proposed change to this paragraph, provid 
that the Exegesis be from the New Testament. 
Such standards will maintain the high quality de 
sired, yet enable men to seek Licensure after © 
lege graduation or during first or second years in 
seminary, 
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To support this position the following reasons 
are given: 1. Licensure should be an intermediate 
step between reception as a Candidate for the 
ministry and ordination. 2. Candidates should pass 
through a definite period of probation. 3. Students 
doing the practical field work required during 
seminary would have a stronger influence in their 
work if licensed. 4. The Presbytery would have a 
greater opportunity to correct views of the stu- 


dent while in training and its approval for 
Licensure would be a definite encouragement by 
recognition of progress being made. 5. The influ- 
ence of the Presbytery upon its Candidates will be 
much stronger and more effective. 


While we are correcting the Book of Church 
Order, let us make a thorough piece of work. 


*Bristol, Tenn. 





“I Believe In Jesus Christ” 


By Rev. A. W. Dick, D.D.* 


Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-35. Text: Luke 
1:35, “And the angel answered and said unto her, 
the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: there- 
fore also that holy thing which shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of God.” 


Two great festal days unite to present to us our 
Christ. Christmas declares the miracle of His 
birth. Easter affirms the miracle of His resurrec- 
tion. We glory in them both. 


The Apostles’ Creed is not comprehensive in 
scope. There are many things which we believe to 
which it does not refer. But it strikes the major 
chords. Its declarations are fundamental. This 
Creed has been used by Christians for more than 
1700 years and if we trace its origin to the old 
Roman symbol] it is almost as old as Christianity 
itself, 


There are one hundred and nine words in the 
Creed. Seventy of these compose statements con- 
cerning Christ. Today we come to consider the 
affirmation, “I believe in Jesus Christ, who was 
—" by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

ary. 


Our Creed was probably first framed by the 
early Church Fathers in protest against certain 
heresies or false teachings of their day. The chief 
among these heresies was Gnosticism, which held 
that Christ had no real human body and that 
there was no resurrection or final judgment. 


The story of the virgin birth of our Lord is 
of intense interest to Christians and has been 
ineluded in the belief of the Church from the be- 
ginning. Justin Martyr in 140 A. D. said that the 
virgin birth was never questioned by those who 
professed to believe the Scripture and that it was 
the universal belief to be accepted by every one 
calling himself Christian. It is in our Bible, our 
creeds, our confessions, our catechisms, our art 
and our music. 


But it is constantly being challenged, and in re- 
tent years has become the subject of controversy, 
not only from critics without the Church but it is 

Ing questioned and denied by church members, 


ordained ministers, and professors in theological 
Seminaries. 


So we find one seminary professor saying that 
an intelligent man who now affirms faith in the 
miraculous narratives of the Bible as recording 


actual facts “can hardly know what intellectual 
honesty means.” And a modernist preacher re- 
cently declared that “the virgin birth involves a 
biological miracle which is unthinkable to the 
modern mind.” 


For the sake of getting a bit nearer to the truth 
we would like to re-write that statement and 
change one word. I would substitute the word 
“carnal” for “modern.” So it would correctly read 
thus, “The virgin birth involves a biological 
miracle which is unthinkable to the carnal mind.” 
Just so! For “the carnal mind is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be.” The carnal 
mind cannot grasp spiritua] truth. “It is foolish- 
ness unto him.” 


Need I remind you that Christianity was born 
in conflict? The Creed came out of discussion 
and controversy. Some one has asked, “Does not 
conflict violate the spirit of Christ?” Our reply 
is that conflict never violates the spirit of Christ 
when wrong is enthroned. And wrong is enthroned 
if the fact of Christ is being denied or explained 
away by the pulpit, the school and in the publi- 
cations of the Church. 


If the fact of Christ is not a cause worth fight- 
ing for, life has revealed no worthy causes. If 
these things do not matter—nothing matters. 
“Truth has become only an amiable emotion; hero- 
ism, the memory of a past illusion and life a 
vanity.” 


When the Creed says that Jesus was “born of 
the Virgin Mary,” it means that He had no earthly 
father. He “was conceived by the Holy Ghost.” 
His entrance into the world was the result of a 
direct act of God. 


Many say that this statement cannot be accepted 
as true. Let us briefly state five of the reasons 
given. 


First, it is held to be scientifically unaccount- 
able: that it is entirely out of line with the usual 
and natural working of the scientific laws of 
birth; that their intelligence forbids giving assent 
because it is against scientific proceedure. 


Second, we are reminded that the testimony for 
it is slight. Our whole authority for it is the Bible 
and that in the whole book only a few verses 
mention it. Only two writers, Matthew and Luke, 
_ any account of it. Mark, John and Paul are 
silent. 





Page 8 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 1944 





Third, we are told by these critics that this 
story of the virgin birth of Jesus is only one of 
many others. Other great men have been subjects 
of legend. May it not be then that Matthew and 
Luke tell only a beautiful myth which pays tribute 
to the excellence of Jesus? 


Fourth, again they say that such a miracle 
would remove Jesus too far from our own feeble, 
human lives. They insist that He must be natural 
like ourselves. How can He be like us if He had 
no earthly father? If He was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit does He not belong to another order 
of beings? 


Fifth, once more they hold that it is hard to 
believe because they see no reason for it. No 
vital Christian doctrine seems to hang on it. Paul 
does not include it in his system of doctrine. He 
says much about the resurrection but nothing of 
the virgin birth. John says he writes that his 
readers “might believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God,” but he does not mention the nativity. 


Jesus Christ Himself is not reported as ever 
asking a single person what he thought of His 
origin. If Jesus, John and Paul say nothing about 
it, why should we burden our minds with it? 


So the arguments are presented. Now what can 
we say for it? Can we believe in the virgin birth? 
Let us seek to answer these objections in order. 


In reply to the first, we say that if the labora- 
tories of science cannot prove the accounts of 
Matthew and Luke, neither can they disprove them. 
It is not scientific to make a denial which cannot 
be substantiated. Science has no place in its 
records for any miracle. Yet does that mean we 
have no miracles? We have in our possession truths 
for which we are not indebted to the microscope 
or telescope, truths which no biologist or psy- 
chologist gave us and which they can - neither 
take away nor interpret. 


The greatest miracle we have is one that we 
all, scientists included, accept with every heart 
beat and every drawn breath, the miracle of life. 
There is no one to whom that can be attributed 
but God. Science has indeed made great con- 
tributions to our knowledge, but it has not dis- 
credited the story of the virgin birth. 


“But,” says the scientific mind, “my intelligence 
forbids acceptance.” Indeed! Well, answer this, 
“Did God wait for your intelligence to sanction 
other things He has done?” “In the beginning God 
created (brought into being out of nothing) 
the heavens and the earth.” Did God wait for our 
intelligence or counsel when He did that? 


“Things had to move,” says Dr. Backemeyer. 
“And God said, let there be light and there was 
light.” Did human intelligence sanction that? 
You see we clever folks had not yet arrived on 
the scene. “And God said, let the earth bring forth 
grass, herbs yielding seed .. .” What is all this? 
Simply one miracle after another, and all of them 
beyond a full human understanding or explanation. 


It all happened! The world and all that is there- 
in got here! And we were not consulted. 


Then in His own time “God created man in 


His own image.” And the man whom God created 
had not been here long before he began to put 
his finger on this and that and say, “God couldn't 
do that.’”? But He had! 


The centuries hasten by and God reveals Him. 
self in the person of Jesus Christ, and two thoy. 
sand years after that men are still s 
their puny understanding against God’s omnipo. 
tence, and are saying, “Well God just couldn’t do 
anything that does not tally with my knowledge of 
natural laws.’”’ In all honesty I ask you, “Has jp. 
tellectual presumption ever reached higher pro- 
portions?” 


But what of the little evidence we have? Let us 
be reminded that silence is very unconvincing 
evidence. The fact that I do not mention a fact 
is not necessarily an indication that I am either 
ignorant of that fact or doubt it. 


Mark and John do not propose to give a 
biography of the life of Jesus but an account of 
His ministry. So they begin not with His birth 
but with His work. The virgin birth does not fall 
within the scope of their purpose. 


If you take that line of deduction you will 
have to throw out more than the virgin birth. 
How about the parable of the prodigal] son? As 
far as we know, no skeptic or higher critic denies 
that it was spoken by Jesus. But it is recorded 
only by Luke. 


Paul makes no mention of any miracle or par- 
able, except the teaching of Christ regarding the 
Lord’s Supper, and he does this to correct the 
abuse made in its observance by the Church in 
Corinth. After all, how often does God have to 
say a thing before it is so? Silence is worth little 
as evidence in the presence of the mighty wit 
nesses who put glad hosannas upon the lips of 
men, and set the Christmas bells ringing around 
the world. 


Nor need our faith be shaken by other stories 
of supernatural births. As Dr. Orchid in his 
“Foundation of Faith” suggests, “A pagan myth 
would hardly have recommended itself to the 
Jewish mind.” The Jews of Christ’s time had a 
perfect abhorrence of heathen mythology and 
idolatry. These other stories are steeped in vul 
garity. Place them side by side with the narratives 
of Matthew and Luke and we hold that any honest 
mind would feel that it was impossible for this 
story to come into Christian thought through such 
sources. 


Yet, again, we do not see how this doctrine 8 
threatened by the fact that it places Jesus above 
us. Why should we be afraid to place Him above 
us? Of course, the reply is made that if He is not 
like us He cannot be our example. We answer that 
our greatest need is not for an example but a S# 
viour. Surely we have enough ordinary people m 
the world and we are ordinary enough ourselves. 
But just what are these mediocre people doing for 
us? What are we doing for them? We are com 
paring ourselves with each other and remaining 
the same. 


We need some one above us, some one to call us 
to higher endeavor, to show us what can be done 
and compel us to do it. We need most of all 
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to be shown what goodness is, but to be made 
good. Not only to know what is right, but the will 
and the power to do it. 


If I am sick I do not want a doctor to show me 
what a fine specimen of health he is and what he 
looks like. I want him to do something that will 
make me well. I do not want to see a model, I 
want a cure. 


Suppose we did prove that Jesus came into the 
world as every other man? Would that make us 
better Christians? Would it make us more rev- 
erent toward Him whose coming changed the 
course of empires? Would it increase our faith in 
the Bible as God’s revelation of Himself to man? 
Would it exalt Christ? Or would it only serve to 
bring Him down to our own petty human level? 


Not only so, but whether Jesus was born of a 
virgin or not He is above us. We do not dispose of 
His exaltation by denying that He was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost. Let us also state that those who 
have been most confident about His virgin birth 
are the very ones who have taken Him most seri- 
ously as an example. 


But we are told that this doctrine is not neces- 
sary. We admit that adherence to it is not indi- 
cated anywhere in the New Testament as essen- 
tial to salvation. When a man asks, “What must 
Ido to be saved?” neither the Bible nor the 
Church answers, “Believe in the virgin birth.” 
But when you grant this you have not denied the 
truth of the doctrine in question. 


Instead of saying that it is necessary to believe 
in this affirmation of our Creed to be saved, I 
would rather say that if you know Christ as your 
personal Saviour, you are not likely to have much 
difficulty with this statement regarding the man 


ner of His coming. 


The big miracle is Christ Himself. We are not 
saying that you must believe in the virgin birth or 
be rejected by Christ. But we do say that when 
you do believe it, every line of investigation en- 
dorses that faith. And we do know that those who 
accept this teaching enjoy a larger understanding 
of the power and the excellence of our Redeemer 
than those who dismiss it. 


Consider, if you will, this closing implication. 
If we reject this teaching we reject the inspira- 
tion of Scripture. We then have no certain assur- 
ance of Christ’s atoning death or of His resurrec- 
tion. It raises a question behind every miraculous 
event that took place in His glorious life, and 
serves only to plunge us into the emptiness and 
despair of a crushing agnosticism. 


We know not what course others may take, but 
we take our stand among the innumerable com- 
pany of God’s people in every age to proclaim 
with the conviction of mind and heart, “I believe 
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” Nor 
will we allow the critic to rob us of that faith. 


“Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to Thee ’til death.” 


*This is one of a_ series of sermons on the 
Apostles’ Creed preached by Rev. A. W. Dick, D.D., 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg, 
S. C. In preparing these sermons Dr. Dick makes 
grateful acknowledgment of the helpful sugges- 
tions received and quotations used from the fol- 
lowing: “The Faith of Christendom,” by Vander 
Meulen; “Can We Repeat the Creed?” by Gou- 
wens; “I Believe,” by Ferrin; and “This Abiding 
Creed,” by Backemeyer. 





“UNCLE CHARLES” 
(A TRUE STORY) 
By Rev. James R. Howerton, D.D. (1861-1924) 
This article was recently sent to us by Mr. Phil Howerton, of Charlotte, N. C., son 


of the late Dr. James R. Howerton. Dr. Howerton was 
Moderator of our General Assembly in 1907. 


‘Is you Mis’ Anna’s boy?” 


The ninth of August, 1869, was my eighth birth- 
day. I had been given a box of colors as a birth- 
tay present, and was celebrating the day by paint- 
mg My name in red and green letters across the 
veatherboarding of the house. I turned at the 
question. A grizzled old negro, grasping a stout 
hickory cane in his right hand, his left hand laid 
across the small of his back, holding a red ban- 
~~ handkerchief, stood just outside the front 


“Is you Mis’ Anna’s son?” he repeated. 


“Yes” I answered. “What do you want?” 


“Well I speck you done forgot me, but I’s 
les Boyd, Liny’s husband, whar used to 


b’long to yo’ pa. Is yo’ ma at home?” 


“No, but she’ll be back toreckly. What must I 
tell her you wanted?” 


“Well, I’s gwine to set down dar on de steps 
an’ wait tell she come home. Honey, can’t you 
git a po’ ole nigger a drink o’ water?” 


After I had brought the water: “Don’t you 
’member Liny, whar used to cook for yo’ ma 
befo’ freedom?” 


“No, I wasn’t born then.” 


“Sho’ ’nough, I done forgot. Well, Liny say she 
done tired of freedom, and want to come back 
and cook fo’ yo’ ma. We’s been livin’ down dar 
at Dunkintown ’mongst all dem niggers, ontwel 
Liny’s jest plum hongry to see her white folks.” 
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My mother was very glad to get her back, so 
Uncle Charles and Aunt Liny were installed, and 
stayed with us until they died. Aunt Liny did the 
cooking and washing, and Uncle Charles chopped 
wood and tended the garden. Uncle Charles’ 
grunts when he was chopping wood could be heard 
all over the place. I very soon formed the im- 
pression that Uncle Charles was a very wicked 
man, because he said “by gosh” so often, was very 
fond of dram, and seldom or never went to church. 
When he did go, he always went to the white 
folks’ church. Aunt Liny was very religious, one 
of the shouting Methodist kind. I remember a total 
eclipse of the sun about that time. My aunts and 
their beaux were having a gay time looking at 
it through smoked glasses, when Aunt Liny came 
out waving her arms and shouting: “Lord chillens” 
she cried, “you all better be on yo’ knees prayin’, 
stidder ca’yin’ on all dat foolishness. De day 0’ 
jedgment done come. Fus’ thing you know you 
gwine hear Gabriel’s trumpet blowin; den you 
gwine see de sun tu’ned into blood, an’ de chariots 
0’ fire comin down, an’ den whar’ll y’all be? I 
tell you you better quit dat foolishness an’ go an’ 
moan over yo’ sins.” 


I didn’t know but Aunt Liny might be right, 
so I went around behind the house and prayed 
till the sun came out again. 


Some years after Aunt Liny grew too feeble to 
work. She used to sit on«the back porch in the 
sun and sing camp-meeting songs and talk to her- 
self. One day I overheard her: “I aint none o’ yo’ 
common Tennessee niggers, I aint. I’s f’om ole 
Virginny, I is. I got my ’ligion in ole Virginny. 
Got it right dar (patting her breast) an’ de 
preacher he say ‘Bredren an’ sisters, if you all git 
ligion like ole Sister Boyd’s got it, yo’ sho’ gwiner 
git to glory.’ Can’t git ‘ligion nowhar like yo’ kin 
in ole Virginny.” 


Aunt Liny died “happy”. Uncle Charles stayed 
on, chopping wood, grunting more and swearing 
“by gosh” oftener as the years went by. One day 
he came to my mother. 


“Mis’ Anna, I gwine get married.” 


“Why, Uncle Charles, what do you mean? a 
man at your time of life thinking of getting 
married!” 


“Wal, you see Mis’ Anna, hit’s jes’ disaway, I 
ain’t got a par o’ socks to my name dat ain’t got 
a hole in ’em. I jest bleeged to git married to git 
somebody to darn my socks.” 


So he got married. About a month afterward 
my mother asked him: “Uncle Charles, how are 
you and Aunt Rachel getting on?” 


— Mis’ Anna— I’d heap druther go bar’foot- 
ed.” 


I went away from home to school and was gone 
some years. While away I joined the Presbyterian 
Church. When I returned, I was very much con- 
cerned about Uncle Charles’ soul. I tried fre- 
quently to talk to him on the subject of religion, 
but he would always put me off. 


“How you know I ain’t got ’ligion?” he would 
say. “I’m jes’ as good as dose niggers dat goes to 
meetin’ an’ shouts all night, an’ den goes on 
stealin’ an’ lyin’ an’ ca’yin’ on. You ain’ never 
hearn o’ me stealin’ an’ lyin’ an’ all dat. I doy 
do nothin’ but say “by gosh” an’ “damn” some. 
times when I gets mad. You go ’long, chile.” 


But he grew so feeble at last that he was cop. 
fined to the house. I went to see him almost e 
day. I always carried my little pocket Testament 
with me, and would read to him and pray with 
him. He listened with much interest, and at length 
became deeply concerned. At first he was troubled 
about immersion. He rented a cabin in the yard 
of a white woman who was a Campbellite. She 
told him that he must be immersed or he would 
be lost. His granddaughter, Belle, was one of the 
shouters. She told him he must “go throo de 
wilderness.” That meant he must go to the “mourn- 
ers’ bench” for three nights in succession, and 
on the third night he would “come ‘thoo into de 
promus lan.” Against all this I contended, trying 
to show him all he had to do was to trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I would sing to him the hymn 
which had done so much for me, 


“Just as I am, without one plea.” At last one 
day he said to me: 


“Marse Jimmy, when you come tomorrow, | 
wants you to fetch yo’ Bible—yo’ big Bible—an’ 
I wants you to put my name down on it, an’ lemme 
tech de pen. De Lord Jesus done signed it wid his 
blood, now I wants to sign it too.” 


Could anyone give a better explanation than 
that? The Bible a contract already signed with 
the blood of Christ, needing only the sinner’s 
signature to make it complete! I brought the “big 
Bible” the next day, but Uncle Charles was much 
worse and his mind was wandering. I heard him 
say: . 


“Mis’ Brim, she say I got to be baptized; but 
how I gwine be baptized when I can’t git out’n dis 
bed? Belle, she say I got to go thoo’ de wilder 


_ness; but how I gwine thoo’ de wilderness when 


I can’t crook my knees? Marse Jimmy, he say 
all I got to do to trus’ in de Lord Jesus, an’ dat’s 
what I gwine do. I done signed de Bible.” 


He died the next day. I hope to meet Uncle 
Charles and Aunt Liny in heaven. 
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The Separation Of Church And State 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.* 


We begin this subject of the separation of the 
church and the state or government with the fact 


that: 


The Two Are Very Closely Related 
They have much in common; there is much that 
binds the two together. 


Both were ordained or instituted by God. The 
Word of God is perfectly clear on that fact as 
to the church. And Romans 13:1-7 leaves no doubt 
about it as to the state. There the apostle is writ- 
ing of human government; and he says, “the 
powers that be are ordained of God.” 


They have one and the same big problem. The 
church calls it sin. The state calls it crime. 


Each renders a most valuable service to the 
other. The state serves the church by maintaining 
religious liberty or freedom. And the church serves 
the state in a number of ways. It produces good 
men and women, who are good citizens, the very 
best that the state has. It teaches civic obedience, 
faithfulness, loyalty in accord with the Word of 
God: such as Romans 13:1-7: and Christ’s own 
famous statement, “Render therefore unto Caesar 
(the state) the things which are Caesar’s; and 
unto God the things which are God’s.” And the 
church constantly prays for the state, in accord 
with the apostolic injunction that prayers be made 
“For kings, and for all that are in authority” 
(1 Tim. 2:2). 


Furthermore, the two are made up or constitut- 
ed largely of the same people. All members of 
the Church are also citizens of the state, served 
by both and with duties and obligations to both. 


Thus the two have much in common and are 
thereby closely related and bound together. And 
yet one of the tenets or doctrines of our Christian 
faith is what is known as “The Separation of 
Church and State.” 


What Is This Doctrine? 

It is, first, that notwithstanding their close 
relationship, the two are separate and distinct 
institutions. They have different spheres of 
operation and each is independent of the other 
in its own sphere. The sphere of the church is 
religion. And the sphere of the state is government. 
They have different aims or ends. That of the 
church is producing Christians. And that of the 
state is social justice or maintaining the rights of 
all. And they have different methods of accom- 
lishing their different aims. The method of the 
chureh is teaching and preaching the Gospel of 

. The method of the state is legislation or 
the enacting and enforcing of civil laws. Thus, 


first, they are two separate and distinct insti- 
tutions. 


Second, this doctrine is that, in view of the 
above fact, neither the church nor the state shall 
participate in the affairs of the other. The church, 
48 a church, shall not participate in the affairs 
of the state: in the election of its officers or the 
thactment of its laws. Nor shall the state par- 
ticipate in the affairs of the church: in the elec- 


tion of its officers or the shaping of its program. 


Dr. R. C. Reed stated it thus: “The church has 
no more right to a voice in civil affairs than the 
state has to a voice in ecclesiastical affairs.” Dr. 
Charles Hodge put it this way: “It is the doctrine 
of the Scriptures and of the Presbyterian Church 
that the Kingdom of Christ is not of this world; 
that it is not subject as to faith, worship or disci- 
pline to the authority of the State; and that it 
has no right to interfere with the State, or give 
ecclesiastical judgment in matters pertaining to 
State policy.” And our “Confession of Faith” 
(Chapter XXXI:IV) states it thus: “Synods and 
councils are to handle or conclude nothing, but 
that which is ecclesiastical: and are not to inter- 
meddle with civil affairs which concern the com- 
monwealth, unless by way of humble petition in 
eases extraordinary; or by way of advice for 
satisfaction of conscience, if they be thereunto 
required by the civil magistrate.” Putting it con- 
cretely, that means that the church is not to advo- 
cate the election of any officer of state, the 
President or any other; nor is it to advocate the 
enactment of any state law, the prohibition law 
or any other law. It would seem to mean that 
even the preacher in the pulpit of the church shall 
not use that pulpit for such purposes. 


We hasten now to state what is not meant by 
this doctrine. 


It is not meant that members of the church as 
individuals are not to participate in government 
affairs: the election of its officers and the enact- 
ment of its laws. That is their right and their duty 
as citizens of the state. 


It is not meant that the church, even its pulpit, 
is not to speak out on moral issues: the securing 
of the rights of all and the putting down of evils 
of every kind. Our “Book of Church Order” ex- 
pressly declares that the church is to “bear testi- 
mony against error in Doctrine and immorality in 
practice within or without the church.” That is 
the right and the duty of the church. And, to the 
extent that it does that, it uses its influence and 
power, indirectly at least, for righteous legisla- 
tion, for nearly every law involves a moral prin- 
ciple. As a concrete example, take the evil of 
strong drink. The church is to cry aloud against 
this evil. But, when it comes to the matter of legis- 
lation or the legal handling of this evil, that is the 
affair of the state and not of the church. Recently, 
the writer declined to enter into a new organiza- 
tion entitled “The Allied Church League,” which 
declares as one of its purposes the shaping of 
liquor legislation. He declined to do so, not that 
he is not against this evil heart and soul, which he 
is; but because it is a violation of the doctrine of 
the separation of church and state for the church 
to enter into the field of legislation as to strong 
drink or any other evil. Had the word “church” 
been left out of the title, that would have been a 
different matter. 


Once again, this doctrine does not mean that by 
it the church is prevented from having the part 
that it should have in making ours a righteous na- 


- 
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tion. It has its part, and a very large part, by ex- 
posing and condemning evils of every kind and by 
teaching and instilling principles of righteousness. 
And it has a far larger part even than that, in the 
fact that the church creates and gives to the 
country its finest and best citizens: Christian men 
and women, who will elect and be good officers of 
the state and who will enact and enforce good 
laws of the state. As someone has put it: “Let the 
Church devote itself to making Christian citizens; 
and then in Christ’s good time, we shall have a 
Christian Social] Order, and a Christian govern- 
ment.” 


Why Do We Believe In 
This Doctrine? 


We believe in it, first and foremost, because we 
believe that it is the teaching of the Word of God, 
the basis of all of our Christian faith. It seems to 
be the teaching of the history of the Old Testa- 
ment, in which God let His people try out some 
things for their own admonition and for ours. 
There church and state were so merged as to be 
practically one; and it ended disastrously for 
both—in the Babylonian captivity. But we believe 
in it chiefly because of the example of Christ, the 
Head of the Church, and of His apostles, whom He 
taught and whom He guided by His Spirit in the 
launching of His Church upon its course. The same 
evils existed in their day as in ours. What did He 
do about them? He condemned them, warned 
against them, and called to repentance of them. 
He spent most of His time with individuals, seek- 
ing to draw them to Himself and to a better life. 
But you will search the record in vain for even a 
hint that He ever spoke or acted for social reform 
by way of legislation. And the same thing is true 
of His apostles. That is His and their example to 
His Church. 


Again, we believe in it, because of its practical 
wisdom. It is good for both the church and the 
state. And, whenever either has violated it, that 
has proved disastrous for both. The church that 
takes sides in political matters, election of officers 
or legislation, is more than apt to antagonize one 
group or another in the church and to create dis- 
sention and strife. The preacher who does that is 
very likely to split his church in two and to end 
his usefulness in his church. 


But especially enlightening as to the wisdom of 
this doctrine is the history of the church. For the 
first three centuries, church and state were abso- 
lutely separate: so much so that the state sought 
to destroy the church by persecution. But it was 
spiritually the most fruitful period in the history 
of the church. Then came Emperor Constantine to 
the throne; and he became a Christian and as- 
sumed the headship of the church as “Bishop of 
externals,” thus merging the church and the state. 
The centuries that followed were the blackest in 
the history of the church, under the corrupt Roman 
Papacy, which itself became the persecutor and 
produced the bloody massacres of “St. Barthol- 


omew’s Day,” “The Spanish Inquisition,” and of 
the Duke of Alva. 


In the sixteenth century, the nations of Wes- 
tern Europe cast off the yoke which the church 
had fastened upon them; and put their own yoke 


upon the church or brought it under their domi- 
nation—as it is to this day, for the church of those 
countries is largely under state control and does 
not have real religious liberty. 


When the American Colonies gained their inde. 
pendence, their wise statesmen, having learned 
their lesson, decreed the absolute separation of 
church and state, as it is set forth in the “Bill of 
Rights,” which is written in the Constitution of 
the United States as its first amendment and which 


is written in the constitution of every state of the 
union. 


In 1861, it was the violation of this doctrine 
that divided the Presbyterian Church into Northern 
and Southern. That year, the beginning of the war 
between the states, the General Assembly of that 
Church passed some resolutions, known as the 
“Spring Resolutions,’ which required all members 
of that Church to support the Union and not the 
Confederacy. The southern portion of that church 
saw it, as it was, as a plain and flagrant violation 
of both this doctrine and the Constitution; and 
they withdrew and organized our Southern Pres 
byterian Church, thus creating a division that 
exists unto this day. Strong movements are being 
made to re-unite the two. But one of the obstacles 
that stands in the way is that this doctrine is but 
lightly regarded by the Northern Church, which 
this very year made a pronouncement on the 
labor-management issue, which is clearly a matter 
of state or government. 


Also, this doctrine is clearly a vital issue with 
regard to “The Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ of America.” That Council does con- 
stantly “intermeddle”’ in matters political or of 
the state, thus trampling upon this doctrine of 
Christian faith; and the vote of those who hold to 
this doctrine cannot be otherwise than against 
their church’s being party to that Council. 


We believe in this doctrine, because it is 
Scriptural and because it is wise. There is one 
other reason—namely, that whenever the church 
has turned aside to social reform by legislation 
in violation of this principle, it has also turned 
aside from its Christ-given mission of evangel- 
ism, preaching the Gospel, soul saving. May not 
that be one reason that the spirit of evangelism 
is at such a low ebb in the church today? 


The mission of the church to the nation is to its 
heart, out of which are all of its issues; is to 
change its heart by changing the hearts of its 
citizens with the Gospel of Christ; is to make 
the tree good, and then will the fruit be good. And 
the best service that the church can render to the 
nation is to devote itself to that mission faith 
fully, earnestly, prayerfully, and sacrificially. 


Thank God for both of these institutions, which 
He has given us for our wellbeing and happiness. 
Let us be faithful to both, as members of the 
church and as citizens of the state. But both God 
and history warn us to keep them separate, for 
the good of both. 


*Hendersonville, N. C. 
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With Our Missionaries 


Word has been received of the safe arrival in 
Rio de Janeiro of Rev. and Mrs. Milton L. Daugh- 
erty and their two children of Barretos, Brazil. 
They made the trip from Miami, Florida, by Pan 
American Airways. Rev. and Mrs. Joseph R. Woody 
and little son, and Miss Dorothy Dell Downing, 
new missionaries, have arrived in Brazil also by 
Pan American Airways, and are busily engaged in 
the study of the language. 


In August Dr. and Mrs. Tinsley Smith and 
son, Gordon, together with Dr. and Mrs. Conway 
T. Wharton and Miss Florence Lewis (new mis- 
sionary) sailed to Lisbon en route to the Congo. 
The Smiths and Miss Lewis were able to get 
reservations from Lisbon immediately and they 
have already arrived in Congo, going from Lisbon, 
Portugal via the Island of Sao Thome, west of 
French Equatorial Africa. The Whartons have 
been detained in Lisbon awaiting reservations on 
to Africa. However, a cablegram has been re- 
ceived from them stating that they expect to sail 
sometime in November to an undesignated port in 
West Africa. Dr. Wharton was for many years a 
missionary in the Congo, but during recent years 
has served as pastor of the University Presbyterian 
Church in Austin, Texas. 


Rev. and Mrs. Charles L. Crane, Rev. and Mrs. 
W. F. McElroy, Rev. and Mrs. Carroll Stegall, 
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Spooner, and Miss Clara 
Hammond sailed late in October for Africa, by 
way of Lisbon, Portugal. The Cranes, McElroys 
and Stegalls are returning after furlough in this 
country. Miss Clara Hammond and Rev. and Mrs. 
Spooner are new missionaries, going to the field 
the first time. A cable received announces their 
safe arrival in Lisbon on November 3. 


Rev. Frank W. Price, D. D., after being in this 
country on a short seven months furlough, has 
arrived in West China. He left New York October 


: and made the journey by Army plane in 17 
ays. 


Dr. Motte Martin of our Congo Mission is in 
Nashville where during his short furlough he 
has undergone successfully an operation. 


Mrs. Wm. A. MclIlwaine, the wife of Chaplain 
McIlwaine of McComb, Illinois, is in the Protestant 
Hospital in Nashville, where she has just under- 
gone successfully an operation. The MclIlwaines 
were until recently our missionaries in Kobe, 
Japan, where Dr. McIlwaine was acting president 
of the Kobe Theological Seminary. 


Rev. Harry W. Myers, D. D., beloved missionary 


Japan is in a critical condition in Bronxville, 
New York. 


Rev. S. M. Erickson, D. D., also missionary to 
Japan is seriously ill in Richmond, Virginia. 


The whole Church has been saddened by the 
death in Wallace, North Carolina, on October 26 


of Miss Pattye Southerland, formerly a trained 
nurse in our hospital in Morelia, Mexico. Further 
account of the passing of Miss Southerland will 
be found elsewhere in the Church press. 


MONTREAT 


By R. C. Anderson, D.D. 
President 


The summer season has passed, the Auditor has 
come and gone and it appears that notwithstand- 
ing many handicaps and difficulties that Montreat 
has enjoyed a great season. 


The unealled for Polio scare affected the 
operations financially but taking it altogether the 
outcome was better than we could have expected. 


Montreat College opened with its largest atten- 
dance, having a student body of 375 and a faculty 
of between 30 and 40, making a total of some- 
thing over 400 in attendance. The College is not 
only larger in attendance but we believe it has 
made progress also in quality. The students come 
from 24 different states, 5 foreign countries and 
the District of Columbia. Of these 367 are board- 
ers and 8 are day students. 


During the year 3 large rooms were added to 
Gaither Hall, one of these will be used as a 
biological laboratory and the other two probably, 
in the immediate future, for office rooms. 


The attendance at Assembly Inn during the 
months of September and October has been about 
twice as large as it has been during the same 
month here-to-fore. There were something over 
100 guests in Assembly Inn last week. A number 
of these were parents or friends of the College 
girls and faculty. All seemed to be delighted with 
the beautiful grounds, buildings and the delightful 
climate at this season of the year. 


One of our distinguished guests, Dr. Charles 
Dabney, has been with us for several months. He 
expresses himself as much pleased with the climate 
and entertainment. He has also greatly enjoyed 
meeting a number of his old friends. 


Assembly Inn operates during the whole winter 
season and affords a delightful place for rest and 
recreation for those needing a change from the 
routine duties of a busy life. 


Our new manager, Mr. John H. Robertson, is 
rapidly becoming acquainted with the various 
branches of the Montreat enterprise and is proving 
to be of great help in carrying on the work. 


—————_— oo oo 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


Please examine your address label and if your 
subscription is in arrears let us have your renewal 
immediately. 
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Ship Stories Of The Bible 


The Ship A Man Took To Get Away From God 
By Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D.* 


He did not get away from God. No one ever 
did and no one ever will get away from God. But 
ever since Jonah tried and failed, as before him 
others had tried and failed, people have continued 
to try to get away from God. The ship Jonah 
took was doubtless a slow one compared with 
those of our day, but the swiftest airplane now 
in use or yet to be built, and any invention or 
stratagem, all alike will fail the man who tries 
to evade God, to put anything over on God, to fool 
God for one second. 


Yet it would be almost too good to be true if in 
this congregation this morning there is no one 
fooling himself (or herself) that God has not seen 
something, or isn’t going to do anything about it. 
That is really fooling oneself, when the Word of 
God is so plain. “The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, keeping watch upon the evil and the good” 
(Prov. 15:3). “Every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day 
of Judgment” (Matt. 12:36). “In the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 2:16). 


As for Jonah, how could he have imagined that 
by taking a ship for Tarshish he would get away 
from God? Did he not know the 139th Psalm? 
“Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or whither 
shall I flee from Thy presence? If I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, even there shalF Thy hand lead 
me and Thy right hand shall hold me. Even the 
darkness hideth not from Thee . .. The darkness 
and the light are both alike to Thee.’ There are 
a number of strange things in the Book of Jonah, 
but as strange as any of them is this statement 
about a man who was a prophet, a man who knew 
God, had spoken for God, had heard God speak 
to him: “Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord.” And it is re- 
peated as if to call our attention to such a strange 
thing: “He paid the fare ... and went aboard to 
go unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.” 


Strange things indeed there are in this brief 
book of the Bible. They are so strange that prob- 
ably no other book of the Bible has suffered so 
much at both hostile and friendly hands. To many 
people nowadays it means nothing but a grotesque 
fish story at which to smile. To scoffers it is an 
indispensable part of their story stock in trade, 
and an Ingersoll and a Darrow sharpen their wit 
and barb their ridicule with it. Even a Huxley, 
scientist and philosopher of whom something 
better might be expected, had to take a fling at 
what he called Jonah’s “anticipatory experience 
of submarine navigation.” To earnest, believing 
Christians all too many, the Book of Jonah means 
only a gigantic difficulty over or around which 
they must get as best they can. That the diffi- 
culty is not insuperable, it is one object of this 
sermon to_ show. 


Thirty years ago, The Bible Champion, the very 
scholarly magazine of the Bible League of North 
America, undertook to “meet the assaults of un- 
believers on the Book of Jonah’in a fashion that 


will not need to be repeated for a while at least.” 
Judge Francis J. Lamb, author of one of the best 
books on miracles from the point of view of a 
court of law and its established rules of evidence, 
was asked to pass upon the evidence and argu. 
ments presented by believers and unbelievers, pro 
and con, as to the historical character of the Book 
of Jonah. 


Three specific points were in question: First, 
was there actually a Hebrew prophet named 
Jonah? Second, did he live at a time and under 
circumstances agreeable with what the Bible says 
concerning him? Third, is the story of the great 
fish incredible? 


After consideration of the evidence and the 
argument upon these points, Judge Lamb rendered 
his decision, which was that “the contentions, 
opinions, and charges of unbelievers as to Jonah 
and his book, when subjected to investigation ac- 
cording to the procedure and the rules of evidence 
followed in courts of justice, are found to be ¢on- 
trary to facts which the examination established 
and which show the fallacy and falsity of the said 
contentions, opinions, and charges.” 


What are the facts in the case established by 
this weighing of the evidence and the argument 
on both sides of the questions at issue? 


First, as to the two questions whether there 
ever was a Hebrew prophet Jonah and whether 
this prophet lived at a time and under circun- 
stances agreeable with what is related in the book 
of Jonah. 


According to 2nd Kings 14:25, in the reign of 
Jeroboam II, King of Israel, about 800 B. C., 
there was a prophet named Jonah. This verse states 
concerning Jeroboam II that “he restored the 
coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto 
the sea of the plain, according to the word of the 
Lord God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of 
his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, 
which was of Gath-hepher.” This statement seems 
to imply that the success and glory of Jeroboams 
reign followed as a consequence, if not as a direct 
effect, of Jonah’s message. Josephus explicitly 
states that a prophet Jonah bade Jeroboam II to 
go to war and foretold that the king would be 
victorious and thus extend his boundaries. Josephus 
also states that it was this same Jonah who went 
on the mission to Nineveh. 


Still more interesting is the reference to 4 
prophet Jonah in the Book of Tobit, one of the 
apocryphal books but one that has always been 
ranked among the most trustworthy historically 
of these books. Tobit, according to the book's a 
count, was an Israelite of Galilee who was 
away captive to Nineveh by Shalmaneser Il about 
seventy-five years after Jonah’s time. On his d 
bed, Tobit told his son Tobias to depart from 
Nineveh because “all those things which the 
prophet Jonah spake will come to pass.” Tobiss 
obeyed and later when he heard of the destruction 
of the city, the book relates that “before his d 
he rejoiced over Nineveh.” 
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These references in Tobit and in Josephus re- 
mind us that the Jewish consensus of opinion has 
been overwhelmingly in favor of the historical 
character of the Book of Jonah. It is significant 
not only that it is included among the books of 
the prophets and not classed with Tobit and the 
other apocryphal books, but that it begins with 
words almost identical with the opening words of 
the early prophets Hosea and Joel. “Now the word 
of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai.” 
Joe] begins: “The word of the Lord that came to 
Joel the son of Pethuel.” And Hosea: “The word 
of the Lord that came unto Hosea the son of 
Beeri.” 


If Jonah or someone else writing about Jonah 
had been inventing a piece of fiction, it is hard 
to explain why it is thus given the appearance 
of history, of an account of an actual occurrence. 


So the Christian consensus of opinion, until our 
own day, has been that Jonah is a book not of 
parable but of history. If it were parable, all the 
objections on the score of grotesque and absurd 
features of the story would still lie against it. For 
instance, suppose that it was written as a parable 
to teach Israel the great truth that the heathen 
too can repent, that God is concerned to have 
them repent, that if they repent God will have 
mercy upon them. Would not the author defeat his 
purpose by introducing features that would seem 
absurd and ridiculous? How could he expect peo- 
ple to be impressed by the moral of his parable, 
if the parable itself set them to laughing at its 
grotesqueness? Surely, if it is too unnatural to be 
believed as history, it is too unnatural to be effec- 
tive as parable. 


The evidence, then, is against taking it as any- 
thing but history, and all the more when we con- 
sider the answer to the question whether Jonah 
lived at a time and under circumstances agreeable 
with what is related concerning him in the book 
of his name. 


The time of Jeroboam II was the very first 
time when circumstances were agreeable. At no 
time during the preceding century when all west- 
ern Asia, if not overrun by conquering Assyrian 
armies, was in mortal dread of them, would 
Ninevah have greeted with anything but derisive 
laughter a warning of that city’s impending de- 
struction. But after the death of Shalmaneser 
II, two of his sons plunged the empire into civil 
war to determine which of them should reign. 
Distant provinces seized such an opportunity to 
revolt, and this state of affairs in the Assyrian 
empire made it possible for Jeroboam II to extend 
the boundaries of his kingdom of Israel. At so 
critical a time, it was not at all incredible, it was 
only too possible that some disastrous defeat of 
the armies defending Nineveh might bring against 
that city such powerful and vengeful foes that 
forty days might be enough to seal its doom. It 
was, as we say, the psychological moment for 
such a mission as Jonah’s to Nineveh. 


But whoever heard of such an effect of a 
Prophet’s message upon a heathen city as great as 
meveh? This has well been called a miracle no 
less than that of Jonah’s experience with the great 
fish. Indeed, the two go together. What could ex- 
Plain Nineveh’s response to Jonah’s eight-word 


message but some quite extraordinary credential 
of the prophet? 
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It used to be alleged that secular history affords 
no evidence of any change in the morals and 
the religion of Nineveh in the ninth centur. B. C., 
while in the Bible itself Nahum, a propnet of 
the next century, denounces the city’s wickedness 
and predicts its utter destruction, which this time 
comes to pass. The objection from secular history 
could be raised fifty years ago in excusable 
ignorance. To raise it now shows’ inexcusable 
ignorance of archaeological discoveries in the 
mean time. 


Professor Winckler of Berlin, an authority on 
Assyrian history, whose monumental works were 
published about 1900, concluded from inscriptions 
discovered at Nineveh that about 800 B. C. there 
was a considerable movement away from the 
worship of many gods to the worship of one god. 
This is ignored in a recent book on archaeological 
discoveries, the author of which states that exca- 
vations at Nineveh have yielded evidence in con- 
flict with the historical situation pictured in the 
book of Jonah. What that evidence is, however, 
he does not specify, and his assertion, without 
supporting evidence, can hardly be given much 
weight against Professor Winckler’s conclusion, 
based on the evidence of inscriptions unearthed 
in Nineveh. 


We may still accept as correct, therefore, the 
decision of Judge Lamb that a prophet named 
Jonah not only lived, but that he lived at the very 
time when the historical situation was right 
= such a mission as Scripture attributes to 
im. 


But the whale! 


About fifteen years ago, the Rev. Harry Rim- 
mer, speaking from the pulpit of College Church, 
gave his audience of Hampden-Sydney students 
some first-hand information as to the accommo- 
dations afforded by the interior of a whale. It 
was first-hand information because Mr| Rimmer 
had been inside of a whale—a dead one. He found 
there ample accommodations so far as space and 
air are concerned, not merely for one man, but 
for several. 


4 


Mr. Rimmer’s testimony by no means stands 
alone. In 1895, the Prince of Monaco organized 
an expedition of scientists for marine research. 
Describing some of the findings of this expedition, 
a writer in a Paris scientific Journal said: “The 
discoveries of the Prince of Monaco are such as 
to relieve us of all difficulty in believing the 
Bible story that a whale could swallow Jonah.” 


But keeping him alive for three days! 


It is a question whether that is what God did 
for Jonah—something which, as we shall presently 
see, a scientist can accept as involving no miracle 
whatever—or whether here is another miracle of 
restoring the dead to life. If the latter is the 
true interpretation of Jonah’s own account of his 
experience (not particularly his expressions, “out 
of the belly of Hades” and “brought up my life 
from corruption’’), all the more to the point is 
our Lord’s reference to His own resurrection as 
“the sign of the prophet Jonas.” If Jonah too 
died and rose from the dead on the third day, 
the harmony of type and antitype is all the closer. 
But a miracle is not necessarily involved in the 
cease of Jonah. 
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Dr. George Macloskie, for many years professor 
of Zoology in Princeton University, is on record 
as stating that Jonah’s adventure, so far as being 
swallowed and kept alive are concerned, might 
be repeated without requiring any miracle what- 
ever. He called attention to the fact that the 
Hebrew word translated ‘““‘belly’” does not neces- 
sarily mean “stomach.” Jonah’s survival in a 
whale’s stomach would have been a miracle, said 
Dr. Macloskie. He went on to say: “The case is 
very different when we go to the root or lower 
part of the spacious windpipe of the whale. There 

. is the immense laryngeal air-sac, a reservoir 
for the fresh air required in respiration by the 
lungs, and having its air-supply renewed every 
time the huge monster comes to the surface to 
‘blow’-out the old and draw in the fresh air. This 
is amply large for receiving a prophet and afford- 
ing him opportunity for rest . .. and healthy 
respiration by help of the air-supply which suffices 
for the whale itself. As I read the story I find no 
necessity for a belief in any miracle in Jonah’s 
voyage. I do however wish to express my belief 
in the supernatural elements of his call to the 
mission at Nineveh. I can only say in conclusion, 
that besides our anatomy and physiology, which 
in my judgment strongly confirm the literal mean- 
ing of the sacred narrative, we have exceedingly 
strong evidence in the ruins of Nineveh and of 
other Assyrian cities, as adduced by archae- 
ologists.” 


But the final word, it seems to me, is that of 
our Lord, to which reference has been made. 
Judge Lamb’s decision laid great stress upon our 
Lord’s statement as “of most profound im- 
portance.” He pointed out that our Lord was 
at the time meeting a double challenge. He had 
just wrought a miracle of healing and some were 
asking, “Is not this the Son of David?”— i. e., 
the Messiah. Others, the Pharisees, were saying 
that what He had done was done through Beelze- 
bub, the prince of the devil. Our Lord answered 
them with the question, “If Satan cast out Satan, 
he is divided against himself; how shall then his 
kingdom stand?” Then He followed the question 
with the challenge: “If I cast out devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come 
unto you.” When He finished His appeal, some 
of the Pharisees said that since He was thus claim- 
ing to be Messiah, He ought to give them a sign 
that His claim was true. Note His reply:— 


“An evil and adulterous generation seeketh 
after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, 
but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas 
was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth.” 


Is it conceivable that our Lord, when challenged 


for His credentials as Messiah, would have re- 
ferred to Jonah if no such man had ever lived? 
Would He have given as the sign they asked of 
His Messiahship what was written in their Scrip- 
tures concerning Jonah, if it were fiction and not 
history? Can you imagine yourself, with the truth- 
fulness of some important claim of yours ques- 
tioned, trying to establish it by saying, “As certain 
as it is that the Tar Baby caught Brer Rabbit, so 
certain it is that I am telling the truth’? Is it 
not unthinkable that our Lord would stoop to the 
frivolous and ridiculous on an occasion when His 
claim to be Messiah was in question? 


Of the truth of that claim His resurrection, He 
said, would be supreme proof. But His resurrection 
was future and could not yet be presented as fact, 
Our Lord could only present it in symbol, and 
the symbol should be such as to predict as wel] 
as typify, so that when it came to pass men 
might more readily believe. So He went back to 
the pre-arranged sign, “the sign of the prophet 
Jonas,” the sign that had authenticated Jonah 
as God’s prophet, the sign the unique features of 
which prefigured and foreshadowed the sign by 
which God would authenticate His Son as Messiah 
and Savior. To those scribes and Pharisees who 
asked a sign, our Lord said: ‘“‘As the sign by which 
Jonah was proved God’s prophet was his three 
days and three nights in the whale’s belly, from 
which God brought him out alive, so the sign by 
which the Son of man is proved God’s Messiah, 
is His three days and three nights in the realm 
of death, from which God will raise Him up alive,” 


Surely, our Lord would never have made this 
use of the story of Jonah, if that story had been 
fiction and not fact. In that case, it is a sign in 
disproof, not in proof. The retort of the unbeliever 
in the resurrection is obvious: “Since the story of 
Jonah and the whale is a myth, the gospel of 
the risen Christ and the empty tomb is likewise a 
myth.” 


But there are in the story other great truths 
than its symbolic witness to our Lord’s resurrec- 
tion, truths that give the book of Jonah high 
place for spiritual value. For example, just two 
verses. 


One is God’s question in the last verse of the 
book: “Should not I spare Nineveh . . .? Jonah did 
not think so. He knew what its armies had done 
to the nations of western Asia. His own nation 
had not wholly escaped their merciless power, 
and might share the fate of the other nations, 
as in fact it did, if Nineveh were spared. Jonah 
did not want God to spare Nineveh. He did not 
want to go to Nineveh even to announce the judg- 
ment of God upon the city. He knew so well that 
God is “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abundant in lovingkindness,’” that he was afraid 
Nineveh might repent and be spared. 


Thank God, it is not over Jerusalem alone that 
our Lord grieves, not its people only whom He 
would gather to Him for salvation. “God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” But there are too many 
Jonahs among us, too much of Jonah in us. We 
are not so keen to have Him do it for some people. 
Like Jonah, we decide that if He will insist on 
doing it, He must manage without our help. If 
Nineveh is Germany or Japan, then Tarshish for 
us—the farthest place we can get from Nineveh. 
The book of Jonah with its revelation that God 
will spare even a Nineveh, if and when Nineveh 
repents, is a book for these times. 


It is a book for your heart and mine. Look at 
one more verse, the first of chapter three: “The 
word | of the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time.” 


A fine mess he had made of it the first time. 
But God gave him a second chance. Yes, and & 
third, when he showed so ugly a spirit over God's 
mercy to Nineveh. 
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That is God’s way. If it were not, where and 
what would you and I be? “Gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, abundant in lovingkindness”—in- 
deed, yes. Not a second chance only, but chance 
upon chance He has given us. 


Are we discouraged, hopeless, over the mess we 
have made? We need not be—not with a God so 
ready, so eager, to give us another chance, and 
as many more as we need. And yet there are peo- 
ple who want to get away from a God like that! 
Well, they can get away from the second chance 
He would so gladly give them, but they cannot get 
away from God. 


But it would be almost too good to be true if in 


this congregation this morning there is no one 
fooling himself (or herself) that God did not see 
something, or is not going to do anything about 
it. That is really fooling oneself. For God saw 
it and has already done something about it. He 
has given His son, “who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree.” That is all 
that will ever have to be done about it, unless 
we are so foolish as to refuse such a gospel as 
that, reject such a Savior as that. Only through 
such folly will anyone find at least that neither 


God nor His judgment upon sin can be escaped. 


*Pastor of the College Church, Hampden- 
Sydney, Va. 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For January 


The Christian World Mission 


“A Christian can not be an isolationist, His God 
is Lord of all the earth. His religion began in the 
Near East, was spread by Jewish and Greek mis- 
sionaries into Europe, was carried by Italians to 
England and by the Irish back to the continent; it 
came with English, German, Swedish, Czecho- 
slovak, Hungarian, and scores of other kinds of 
Christians, to America, and then to other lands. 
God made of one all nations to dwell on the earth. 
Possible political theories do not change these 
facts.” (From “West of the Date Line,” our mis- 
sionary study book this year.) 


The recent political campaign just about proved 
that all of us, whatever our views might have been 
before the war, are now committed to a course of 
internationalism in political affairs, but there are 
still some among us who would never think now 
of being isolationists nationally yet who still are 
isolationists spiritually. To read the words quoted 
above from our mission study book is but to re- 
mind ourselves that the Christian Church has al- 
ways had a world faith, that the Church we know 
in America has been built through the years by 
men of all nations, and that the local Church that 
forgets this great fact is not fully Christian while 
it lives and is doomed to soon die. 


We are opening the new year in our young peo- 
ple’s groups by looking at this truth. Our emphasis 
for the month is “The Christian World Mission.” 
A good way to look at the world mission of the 

urch is to spend one Sunday evening on each of 
the four missionary commands of the New Testa- 
ment, and to use the materials of study sent out 
by our Foreign Mission Committee at Nashville, 


Tenn., to help us understand and obey those com- 
mands, 


Materials 
The following materials can be secured from 


the Educational Department, Committee of For- 
eign Missions, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. Your 
group should secure these if possible. 


1. Hallock: “West of the Date Line.” 50 cents. 

2. Biographies of the following: John Williams, 
James Chalmers, Adoniram Judson, William 
Jackson, John Holmes. 10 cents each. 

3. Outline Map of Southeast Asia. 25 cents. 


First Sunday: Lift Up Your Eyes. 
Introduction 


When you first pick up the mission study book 
for this season and see that we are going to study 
the areas of the South Pacific and you know that 
we do not have any missionaries there from our 
Church and never have had you may well say: 
“How come?” “Why study about places where we 
don’t have any missionaries from our Church?” 


A boy wrote from these areas not long ago: 
“Dear Mom, when my plane was wrecked on this 
island I was feasted, instead of feasted upon, 
thanks to missions.” And many another pilot who 
has crashed in the Southeast Asia area, many an- 
other ship-wrecked sailor, has borne witness to the 
fact that they would have been eaten, or at best 
cruelly killed, had it not been for the great num- 
ber of Christians among the natives on these 
islands. How did they get there? Did they just 
happen? No, men have gone out there and died in 
giving them the Gospel. You and I were interested 
elsewhere, but God sent His own witnesses to these 
lands. But there is much yet to be done, and un- 
less our eyes and hearts turn to these areas where 
our brothers and friends are now fighting we 
shall go on being ignorant of them and miss the 
great missionary opportunity of the future. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
John 4:34-39 


The First Missionary Command. Look upon the 
fields. (Verse 35). 


1. The Command. Verses 34-35. 
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a. observe the field. 
b. realize the opportunity. 


2. The Assurance. Verse 36. 


a. reward for ourselves. 
b. benefit to others. 


3. The Task. Verses 37-38. 


a. others have begun. 
b. we must carry on. 


Suggestions For Program 


The places of Southeast Asia are little more 
than names to us right now, but if we can asso- 
ciate some of the places with some of the people 
in the past who have labored in these places we 
will be getting on at being familiar with them. 
For this program let one person read Chapter 1, 
“Let’s See,” in “West of the Date Line,” and 
point out the places mentioned on outline map. 
Then have two others read a couple of missionary 
biographies before the meeting and tell the inter- 
esting parts of the stories, pointing out where 
they happened on the map. 


Program 


Call to Worship. John 4:23-24. 
Opening Prayer. By the Leader. 

Thank God for the privilege of worship through 
Christ, for the freedom to worship that is ours 
in America. 

Ask for insight to see the needs of those who 
can not worship because they have never 
heard. 

Hymn: “Jesus Saves” or “We’ve A Story To Tell 

To The Nations.” 

Scripture Lesson. John 4:34-39. (See remarks 
above). 

Introduction by Leader. (Introduce monthly em- 
phasis as this article introduced it). 

Talks: 

No. 1. “Let’s See.” (Ch. 1 in “West of the Date 
Line.”” Have map and point out locations men- 
tioned). 

No. 2. “John Williams of the New Hebrides.” 

No. 3. “James Chalmers of New Guinea.” 


Poem: “I Know A Name.” 


I know a soul that is steeped in sin, 
That no man’s art can cure; 

But I know a Name, a Name, a Name, 
That can make that soul all pure. 


I know a life that is lost to God, 
Bound down by things of earth; 

But I know a Name, a Name, a Name, 
That can bring that soul new birth. 


I know of lands that are sunk in shame, 
Of hearts that faint and tire; 


But I know a Name, a Name, a Name, 
That can set those lands on fire. 
—Author Unknown. 


Hymn: “Let The Lower Lights Be Burning.” 
Closing Prayer. 


Second Sunday: Lift Up Your Hearts, 


Introduction 


We can get things dune in this old world of 
ours by one or more of three things: work, thought, 
prayer. All of us have to work some of the time. 
A few of us work and think. But very few really 
work, think, and pray. But the Christian should be 
the one who combines all three in one mighty im. 
pact of life. 


The records of the world reveal many who have 
done great things by work. Our life today is more 
comfortable and easy than that of kings in former 
generations because of the labors of those who 
have worked and thought and brought to us the 
results of their labors. Most folks don’t pray be- 
cause they can’t see anything happen .when they 
do. But the Lord Jesus stands across the path of 
history and we see in Him the one man who did 
mighty things by prayer. His disciples saw Him 
pray, and saw things happen when He prayed, so 
they asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” So we 
are not surprised when we hear the next mis- 
sionary command that He gives to us. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Matt. 9:35-38 


The Second Missionary Command. Pray ye there- 
fore. (Verse 38). 


1. Compassion. Verse 36. 
2. Contrast. Verse 37. 
8. Concern. Verse 38. 


When we look upon the fields we see the great 
numbers of people who do not know Christ as 
Saviour and Lord and our hearts are moved with 
compassion, but we are struck with the fact that 
the need is great but the laborers are few. The 
natural, normal thing for us to do then is to pray 
that the Lord will send laborers. When we have 
compassion for the lost we are concerned by the 
contrast between the need and the workers, and 
this concern expresses itself in prayer. 


Suggestions 


a. Try to get a hold of one or more of the fol- 
lowing books: 

1. Hudson Taylor’s “Spiritual Secret,’ China 
Inland Mission, Philadelphia, Pa. 

2. “How I Know God Answers Prayer,” by Mrs. 
Jonathan Goforth. Zondervan Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

3. “Taking Hold Of God,” by Zwemer. Chapter 
109. Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand Ra- 
pids, Mich. 

From any of these books you can glean enough 
material to illustrate that when we lift our hearts 
in prayer God hears us and acts according to the 
way we pray. This prayer life is the life-blood of 
missions. 

b. Somewhere in the program you ought to have 
a season of prayer in behalf of our missionaries 
who are interned in the Philippines. They are: 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Vinson, Rev. and Mrs. John 
Vinson, and Rev. and Mrs. William F. Junkin, Jt. 
Paul knew he was going to get out of prison be 
cause the Philippian Christians were praying 
(Phil. 1:19). 
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Program Outline 
Call to Worship: 


If radio’s slim fingers can pluck a melody 

From night—and toss it over a continent or 
sea; 

If the petaled white notes of a violin 

Are blown across the mountains or the city’s 
din; 

If songs, like crimson roses, are culled from 
thin, blue air— 

Why should mortals wonder if God hears 
prayer? —Ethel Romig Fuller. 


Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 
Scripture Lesson. Matthew 9:35-38. 


Poem: 


More things are wrought by prayer 


Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy 
voice 


Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep or goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands in prayer, 

Both for themselves and those who call them 
friend. —Lord Tennyson. 


Season for Prayer. (Remember by name the in- 
terned missionaries). 
Hymn: “What A Friend We Have In Jesus.” 


Talks. Let leader introduce with introduction of 
Second Sunday above. 


Let several who have had access to the books 
tell of experiences in which prayer has made 
missions go forward. If you can’t get any of 
the books mentioned above, ask your pastor to 
lend you some on this theme. He has them. 


Hymn: “Master Let Me Walk With Thee.” 
Benediction. 


Third Sunday: Let Out Your Purse Strings. 
Introduction 


The Apostle Paul said: “The love of money is 
the root of all evil.” Now notice that he did not 
say that money was the trouble, he. said the love 
of money was the root. If you love money it is 
because you love what it can get for you, and if 
you only live for what you can get out of life you 
are going to go into all kinds of evil and be per- 
fectly miserable in life and make most everybody 
you touch miserable too. 


If you love money it soon becomes your master 
and you are its slave. But when you come to see 
that money is not only a means of getting some- 
thing for yourself, but it also can do for you 
many things you want done and can’t do then you 
are master and money is your slave. Happy is the 
man whose money is his slave and not his master. 


But what has this to do with missions? Look at 
the next missionary command. 


——__——— 
—— 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Matt. 14:13-21 


The Third Missionary Command. Give ye them to 
eat. (Verse 16). 


. The Compassion of Jesus. Verses 13-14. 

. The Command of Jesus. Verses 15-17. 

. The Dedication to Jesus. Verse 18. 

. The Multiplication by Jesus. Verses 19-21. 


When we are truly Christians and look on the 
harvest fields of the world we too are moved with 
compassion, and our compassion expresses itself 
as we look up to God in prayer. When we pray to 
God to do something He answers us by telling us 
to do something ourselves, “Give ye them to eat.” 
But when we are thinking of the far fields across 
the seas we are not there now, how can we do 
something for them whom we can not see nor 
touch? The Church is our arm. By means of our 
missionaries we can touch and transform these 
for whom we have compassion. And practically 
we support this arm by our gifts. So if we are 
masters of our money we can make it serve us by 
our gifts, and serve us to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. 


Suggestions 


a. Your pastor has a copy of a booklet called 
“Christian World Facts.” Borrow his copy and 
assign some one the job of reading the article on 
Page 30, “We Have The Money Now.” 


b. Borrow your pastor’s copy of the Minutes of 
the Eighty-fourth General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., turn to Page 311. At the 
bottom of the page you will note what our Church 
has given to Foreign Missions in each year since 
1940. Find out if your Church has been increas- 
ing, decreasing, or holding its own each year. 


ce. Let some one prepare to lead a discussion in 
which the group analyzes how it spends its money 
day by day. Find out how much is spent for those 
things that bring food, comfort and pleasure to 
the spender, and how much is really a servant who 
does for the spender things he wants to do but 
can’t. 


Program Outline 


Opening Hymn: “O Zion Haste.” 

Scripture Lesson. Matthew 14:13-21. 

Prayer. 

Introduction by Leader. Use introduction to pro- 
gram and comment on Scripture Lesson. 

Discussion: How do I spend my money? Is my 
money my master or my servant?- 

Talk: “‘We Have The Money Now.” (From “Chris- 
tian World Facts). And add what our own op- 
portunities are. 

Hymn: “I Gave My Life For Thee.” 

Benediction. 


Fourth Sunday: Launch Out Yourselves. 


Introduction 


Are missions done for? This question is being 
asked by many people today for many different 
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reasons. Some thin: that the foreign peoples 
won’t let Christians back in after the war. Others 
think the task of missions has already been done 
as well as it can be. Others just don’t believe in 
missions and so think no one else ever will. 


But the answer to this question depends on the 
young people of today. Old folks don’t go as mis- 
sionaries. It is the young people who are facing 
the challenge of their life work that go as mis- 
sionaries. And so the answer is that missions are 
done for, unless we young people of today give 
our lives to the missionary task. And that brings 
us to our Scripture Lesson. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Mark 16:14-16 


The Fourth Missionary Command. Go ye. (Verse 
15). 


1. The Commander. Verse 14. 
2. The Command. Verse 15. 
8. The Credentials. Verse 16. 


The answer to our question is that the risen, living 
Christ is the Commander who gives each and every 
Christian the command to go into all the world as 
a witness, and when we obey and go the trans- 
formed lives of those who receive our Gospel will 
be the credentials that cause men and women to 
stop, look and listen. 


Suggestions 


This ought to be a program that makes us face 
up to the fact that God has a plan for every indi- 
vidual life and that no life work should be con- 
sidered until we have searched our minds and 
hearts before God. Perhaps we can be inspired if 
we read again some of the biographies of men of 
God who labored “‘west of the date line.’’ Read the 
small biographies of Adoniram Judson of Burma, 
John Paton of the New Hebrides, William Jackson, 
and John Holmes. Read also “Today And To- 
morrow,” the last chapter of the study book, 
“West of the Date Line.” 


Program Outline 


Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Nor West.” 
Scripture Lesson. Mark 16:14-16. 
Prayer. 


Introduction by the Leader. (Introduction above). 


Talks: 


No. 1, 2 or 3. Missionary Heroes of the Faith. 


No. 4. Today and Tomorrow. (Last chapter of 
study book). 


Poem: “The Nameless Saints.” 


What was his name? I do not know his name. 
I only know he heard God’s voice and came, 
Brought all he had across the sea 
To live and work for God and me; 

Felled the ungracious oak; 

Dragged. from the soil 

With horrid -toil 


The thrice gnarled roots and stubborn rock; 
With plenty piled the haggard mountain side; 
And at the end, without memorial, died. 

No blaring trumpets sounded out his fame, 
He lived, he died—I do not know his name. 


No form of bronze and no memorial stones 


Show me the place where lie his mouldering 
bones, 


Only a cheerful city stands 
Builded by his hardened hands. 


Only ten thousand homes 
Where every day 


The cheerful play 
Of love and hope and courage comes. 
These are his monuments and these alone, 


There is no form of bronze and no memorial 
stone. 


And I? 
Is there some desert or some pathless sea 
Where thou, good God of angels, wilt send me? 
Some oak for me to rend; some sod, 
Some rock for me to break, 
Some handful of His corn to take 
And scatter far afield 
Till it, in turn, shall yield 

Its hundredfold 

Of grains of gold 
To feed the waiting children of my God. 
Show me the desert, Father, or the sea. 
Is it Thine enterprise? Great God, send me, 
And though this body lie where ocean rolls, 
Count me among all faithful souls. 


—Edward Hale. 


Closing Hymn: “I’ll Go Where You Want Me To 
Go, Dear Lord.” 


Benediction. 
The Progress During The Month 


When we lift up our eyes to behold the fields we 
are moved with compassion at what we see. When 
we are moved with compassion we lift up our 
hearts to God in prayer, and when we do He tells 
us what we ought to do. He tells us to use what 
we have at hand to help and He tells us to go our 
selves. Are we obeying all four of these missionary 
commands of the New Testament? 


> 
—- 





Columbia Seminary Approved 
Under The Navy V-12 
7 Program 


Negotiations between Columbia Theological 
Seminary and the United States Navy Department, 
which were initiated last summer, have resulted in 
the approval of the seminary as a center for the 
training of candidates for the chaplaincy under 
the Navy V-12 Program. An agreement betwee? 
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the seminary and the Navy Department has been future. Candidates for the ministry in general but 
signed, and the first Naval trainee to be assigned especially those of the Presbyterian Church, U. &., 
to the seminary for his theological training has re- who are now enrolled in the V-12 Program, are 
ported for classes. It is expected that theological being encouraged to apply for admission to Co- 
students in the V-12 Program will be entering Co- lumbia Seminary upon the completion of their 
jumbia Seminary at frequent intervals in the college work. 


—— 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
JOY GIFT — DECEMBER to send booklets of an inspirational nature instead 


war: . of Christmas cards. This is a time that finds 
For Ministerial Relief people reaching out for coustont and hope and 
tberal Joy Gift. courage. Words can be used mightily, pointing 
Fehon ‘on poe gee ma ede for people to the Source of all comfort and hope and 
a Joyous Christmas for each member of the Pres- ore and courage. As you plan to remember your 
a aa riends and acquaintances this | Christmas, _con- 
ine sider using some of the beautiful inspirational 
This is the Christmas message from the “Minis- leaflets and booklets that are available from your 
terial Relief Family.” Luther has said—‘The heart Church agencies and perhaps in book stores in 
of the giver makes the gift dear and precious.” your community. “A word fitly spoken is like 
There is little doubt but that the Joy Gift given apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 
each December to the Ministerial Relief is one 
of the most joyfully given of all gifts. This year 
of our Lord—1944—tthere are 512 homes into 
which this gift will go, because the Ministers’ NATIONWIDE BIBLE READING 
Annuity came too late for these. 


THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS 
This year shows a decrease in the number of 


hes and yet the increased cost of living makes Joi with other cians and men end women 
it necessary that the gift be generous. e gi : - de o 
which we give in His name to His faithful servants one of the following passages daily as indicated: 
of the past will not only provide the actual neces- 

sities of life but also medicines and nursing care 

where needed. 





—__—__—~> —» ee 


— 





The Ministers’ Annuity Fund will ultimately re- 
place the Ministerial Relief but until it does we 9 John 3 
have this avenue through which we may show our Isaiah 40 
gratitude. Give liberally to the Joy Gift and send 


joy to those who so deserve our love and gener- 
osity. 








———————_~> 2 


CHURCH WOMAN’S CALENDAR 
December 1944 


December 1-25 and through the 31st if desired: 
Special Bible Readings. 4 
December 3: Universal Bible Sunday. Isaiah 55 
December: Circle Meeting, topic “Every Psalm 121 
Thought in Captivity to Christ”; Auxiliary Meet- os ie ae 
ing, A Christmas Service. Philippians 4 
December 17-24: Ministerial Relief Week. Revelation 21 
December 24: Life Dedication Day. Luke 15 
sagen ae oad Christmas—the birthday of the : Ephesians 6 
December 31: Student Night (women of the Saturday John 17 
hurch will be ready to assist in every way to Sunday, Dec. 17 Isaiah 53 
make this evening a joy to the student group). OE Ey EE Tee ee PTE I. Corinthians 15 


~_ John 10 
CHRISTMAS GIVING 


we verte ago this interesting degen wes 
“4d In material that came to our attention: “Com- F 

wee Christmas Giving with Christian Living.” Saturday Revelation ze 
hat is a splendid suggestion which is passed on Sunday, Dec. 24 Psalm 

to others, Some people find it a delightful thing Christmas, Dec. 25. Luke 2 


Hebrews 11 
Matthew 7 
John 15 
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Development Of The Work 
Of Historians Of The 


Woman’s Auxiliary 
By Mrs. W. T. Fowler* 


Among those historians appointed as early as 
1913 was Miss Carrie Smith, Narasota, Texas, for 
Brazos Presbyterial; Mrs. James D. Henderson, 
named in a letter from Fulton (Mo. or Ky.?) Jan. 
1, 1912, as historian of a Presbyterial Union, name 
not given. 


By Jan. 14, 1912, most Georgia Unions had 
appointed historians. Among these were: Mrs. J. 
S. Thompson, Atlanta; Mrs. T. G. Stacy, Savannah; 
and Mrs. C. A. Sheldon; Mrs. R. F. Nisbett, Mari- 
etta, Ga.; Mrs. C. B. Rowland, July 8, 1912 (Ga. 
Synodica] or a Presbyterial?) 


Uther names and dates taken from letters are: 
Jan. 25, 1912, Miss S. O. H. Dickson, of Orange 
Union; Mrs. R. M. Adams of Statesville, Concord 
Union; Jan. 29, 1912, Mrs. Mary B. McCain, 
Lafayette Presbyterial; Mrs. Mary C. Goodloe; 
April 1912, Miss Anniebelle Towns, Piedmont; 
Mrs. R. P. Smith, Asheville; June 15, 1912, Mrs. 
J. V. McCall of Texas Conference. 


Mrs. D. B. Cobbs had collected a number of his- 
torical] sketches of Alabama organizations; Miss 
Mattie L. Paxton had sent biographical sketches 
of Miss Mary Briggs McElroy and Mrs. A. D. 
Moffatt, of Lebanon and Stanford, Kentucky. 


From Annual Reports 


In the third annual report of W.A.C., Idlewild 
Church, Memphis, September 30 - October 4, 1915, 
the lists of Synodical] officers show that Miss Ella 
Paden, Ft. Smith, Arkansas was historian, the only 
one appearing that year. 


In the fourth report, Norfolk, Virginia, June 
15-20, 1916, we find that Mrs. D. B. Cobbs of 
Mobile had been appointed historian of Alabama. 
She remained in office until 1921. Mrs. Will Harris, 
Fordyce, Arkansas, had succeeded Miss Ella Paden 
in that state; while in Florida, Mrs. R. W. Simp- 
son, Jacksonville, had become historian; Georgia 
had appointed Miss Kate C. Roberts of Atlanta. 
Kentucky’s historian since 1912, Miss Mattie L. 
Paxton, appears in this report, making six active 
synodical historians. 


As no particular mention is made in the reports 
of the previous year of the need for historians, 
one wonders just whence came the urge; and in 
none of the reports of Synodical presidents in 
1916 do we find mention of this appointment or 
election of historians, which was truly a pioneer 
movement. In the absence of such notation we 
think that Mrs. Winsborough’s vital interest in 
history had borne this fruit. In Kentucky we know 
that our pioneer historian, Mrs. Mary D. Irvine, 
supplied the motive power that resulted in Miss 
Paxton’s appointment. It may be possible these 
other historians were also busy before their 
work was recognized in the general reports. 


In the report of the fifth annual meeting of 
W.A.C. at Winsborough Building, Montreat, July 
4-9, 1917, the historians of Alabama, Arkansas, 
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Georgia and Kentucky are not listed. In Kentucky 
the office was in abeyance. It was not g0 jp 
Alabama. The omission may have been caused by 
doubt whether the historian was a synodical officer, 
Mrs. R. W. Simpson in Florida had been succeeded 
by Mrs. D. E. Melver of Ocala. 


In 1919 Mrs. Martin Nelson, Fayetteville, was 
historian of Arkansas and also president of Wash. 
burn Presbyterial. Georgia had Mrs. J. T. Steven. 
son who continued unti] 1921; Oklahoma came in 
with Mrs. J. J. (Lila) Read, of Wapanucka, who 
retained the office through 1920. Texas arrived 
with Mrs. John V. McCall. In this year, at the re. 
quest of Mrs. Chris Dullnig, then president, Mrs, 
McCall gathered the data and wrote the first brief 
history of Texas Synodical Auxiliary. (Christian 
Observer, July 3, 1935). 


July 7-9, 1919, meeting held at Montreat, the 
report shows Miss Lucy Lampert, Monticello, his. 
torian of Arkansas Synodical, who held office 
until 1922. Florida had elected Mrs. O. Z. Olin, of 
Monticello, who held for the same length of time. 
In 1920 no changes in historians are recorded. 


By July 9-13, 1921, Oklahoma had changed to 
Mrs. H. B. Sears, Shawnee. There was still no 
mention of historians in reports of Synodical presi- 
dents though Mrs. W. M. Rowland of Georgia 
stresses some historical happenings. 


In 1922, Mrs. D. B. Cobbs closed six years of 
work in Alabama, and Mrs. Margaret Booth, of 
Montgomery, succeeded her. Mrs. Stevenson, after 
three years of service in Georgia was succeeded 
by Mrs. A. H. Davis. To succeed Mrs. McCall, 
Texas elected Mrs. S. R. Ludlow of Sherman. 
North Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia arrived 
with Mrs. R. D. Blacknall, Durham; Mrs. J. Cal- 
vin Stewart, Richmond; Mrs. Lewis Stuart, Rich- 
lands. 


At first some synodicals changed every year, 
signifying perhaps that the historian’s duty was to 
record the passing history, but as time went on it 
was seen that there was a larger service that 
could be rendered in gathering, keeping and classi- 
fying data, then going still further back to write 
the history of earlier societies. 


In the annual reports of the W.A.C. for 1923 no 
lists of synodical officers appear, so that we may 
follow the historians through synodica] and Pres- 
byterial records. 


In Savannah Presbyterial Mrs. Maria Louise 
Stacy (Mrs. T. G.) was historian from 1913 for 
eight years, after acting with Mrs. C. A. Sheldon 
for some two years in collecting a file of his 
torical material. (C.O. Jan. 30, 1935). 


Birmingham Presbyterial was separated from 
North Alabama in 1925. At that time Mrs. Arlie 
Barker was elected historian and served until 
1928. (C.O. March 28, 1935). Each year ™ 
Barker read a history of the work of the preceding 
year. 


The first historian of Kings Mountain was Mrs. 
J.-A. Saine (Bess Johnston), 1921-1929 and in 
1922 presented a carefully prepared paper on The 
History of the Local Auxiliaries.” She also wrote 
sketch of the Presbyterial from its organization 
1907. 
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Mrs, Louisa Cheves Stoney (Mrs. Samuel 
Galliard Stoney), Charleston Presbyterial in 1920 
appointed Miss Margaret Gist to compile and edit 
“Presbyterian Women of South Carolina.” (C.O. 


Harmony (S.C). Presbyterial had for its first 
Historian Mrs. James Reaves ((Annie Durant) 


Connection With The Historical 
Foundation 


As early as 1902 Dr. S. M. Tenney had col- 
lected in Houston, Texas the nucleus of our now 
notable library and museum. He established ‘it 
first at Texarkana, Texas, and in 1925-6 war writ- 
ing to the Synodicals and reaching out to find 
kindred spirits in the church. 


On November 26, 1926, a letter from the his- 
torian of Kentucky Synodical* to Dr. Tenney re- 
ceived an enthusiastic response. It is still a matter 
of the greatest pride that his letter stated that 
Kentucky women through their historian had given 
him the “first encouragement of concrete and 
constructive appreciation ... although every one 
friendly, of course, and encouraging in a general 
way.” 


At that time a letter to Kentucky Historians was 
being printed, November 1, 1926. The objcetives 
he had arranged in a systematic manner were 
practically the same outlined in the Kentucky 
letter. These were afterward expanded year by 
year into the “Instruction for Historians” used so 
effectively at this time. A lively correspondence 
ensued. Soon Dr. Tenney, at the invitation of Dr. 
R. C. Anderson, and at the direction of General 
Assembly, removed to Montreat, and this collec- 
tion, begun in faith and continued in prayer, be- 
came “The Historical Foundation of Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches.” In the recommendation 
presented to Assembly in May 1927 for an Execu- 
tive Board, the name ef the Kentucky Historian 
was included as a member, and she remains the 
only woman. member of the Board. 


It is with humility that the realization comes 
that this appointment opened a wider door of 
service to the Church and the Kingdom that has 
been a personal blessing through the years. One 
could not exaggerate the diffidence with which 
she entered this door to find herself in the com- 
pany of such distinguished and beloved Princes 
in Israel as Dr. S. H. Chester, Mr. R. E. Magill, 
Dr. I. S. McElroy, Dr. Alexander Sprunt, Dr. R. 
F. Campbell (of Asheville) and others. They, with 
the simplicity and humility of true greatness, wel- 
comed the lone woman member and never for an 
instant was she made to feel her inexperience and 
inadequacy. 


General Historian Appointed 


On May 22, 1929 the name of Mrs. W. T. Fowler 
for General Historian of Woman’s Work was sub- 
mitted to General Assembly in session in Char- 
lottesville, Virginia. 


In the report of Mrs. H. P. Cooper, president of 


es 


*(Note) Mrs. W. T. Fowler was elected His- 
trian of Muhlenburg Presbyterial in 1913 an 
Historian of Ky. Synodical in 1923. . ge 


Kentucky Synodical, (1929-1930) she finds oc- 
easion for rejoicing that Kentucky had furnished 
two of the eleven women on the Committee of 
Forty-Four, one of the five to compose the first 
Woman’s Work Committee and the Historian of 
“Pioneer Women,” Mrs. M. D. Irvine, as well as 
the new General Historian. 


It is a source of pride and solemn thanksgiving 
to me that my work as Historian serves as a link 
between the two administrations of our Secre- 
taries. In the same report in which the announce- 
ment is made of my appointment, Miss McGaughey, 
just beginning her service, says, “Only the reali- 
zation of His call and the consciousness of His 
leadership could have made possible the under- 
taking of the task to carry on the work of our 
beloved former Secretary, Mrs. W. C. Wins- 
borough, whose remarkable service for seventeen 


years had received so signally the seal of divine 
approval.” 





oo 
a ene 


Gold From Guthrie 


Man An Object Of Divine Mercy 
(Continued) 


It is as important for the saint as for the sinner 
to remember that he is not saved through personal 
merit, or for his own sake. “Therefore say unto 
the house of Israel, I do not this for your sakes, 
O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake.” 
(Ez. 36:22). 


Who has not felt, and mourned over the ten- 
dency to be working out a righteousness of his 
own, to be pleased with himself, and, by taking 
some satisfaction in his own merits, to undervalue 
those of Christ? So was it with that godly man 
who, on one occasion—most rare achievement— 
offered up a prayer without one wandering 
thought; and described it as the worst he had ever 
offered, because, as he said, the devil made him 
proud of it. So it was with the minister, who, 
upon being told by one that he had delivered an 
excellent discourse, replied: “You need not tell 
me that; Satan told me so before I left the pul- 
pit.” Oh! it were well for the best of us that we 


could say with Paul: “We are not ignorant of his 
devices.” 


This doctrine, while it keeps the saint humble, 
will help to make him holy. As the tree grows best 
skyward that grows most downward, the lower the 
saint grows in humility, the higher he grows in 
holiness. The soaring corresponds to the sinking. 
I wish you to think little, very little of yourselves; 
but why? Because the less you think of yourselves, 
the more will you esteem Christ; the humbler you 


are in your own eyes, the higher you will stand in 
God’s. 


Piety and pride are not less opposed to each 
other than light and darkness. I will venture to 
say you never saw a saint distinguished for his 


holiness, who was not also remarkable for his hu- 
mility. 


Would you be holy? Learn to be humble. Would 
you be humble? Take my text (Ez. 36:22), and, 
with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond, 
engrave it upon your heart; or rather pray: Holy 
Spirit, fountain of light, and giver of all grace, 
with thine own divine finger inscribe it there! 
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Sabbath School Lessons For January 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


THE LESSON FOR JANUARY 7 
The Childhood Of Jesus 


Scripture: Matt. 1-2. Devotional Reading: Isa- 
iah 60:1-6. 


Our devotional reading from Isaiah forms a 
good introduction to our lesson. This is indeed 
the coming of the light and the glory of the Lord, 
a time when both Jew and Gentile will shew forth 
His praises. 


This is the birth of no ordinary child. When 
God comes down to earth in the form of a little 
child, strange, marvellous, supernatural events 
are to be expected. It would be surprising if there 
were no angels and dreams and miracles. This is 
the childhood of the God-man. This child is a 
King, not just King of the Jews, but King of 
Kings. He comes in fulfillment of prophecy. Mat- 
thew, writing for the Jews, quotes a great many 
of these prophecies, thus linking the Messiah to 
the Old Testament Scriptures. 


As a Jew, he naturally begins with a genealogy. 
(Matt. 1:1-17). 


Genealogies are generally considered dry read- 
ing, but this one is interesting for several] reasons. 
It proves His title to the throne as the son of 
David. Seemingly for convenience, the line is di- 
vided into three sections of fourteen generations. 
Then, no one can read this list of very sinful men, 
both Jews and Gentiles, and not realize that if 
this world is to have a sinless Saviour, a “bio- 
logical miracle’ is a necessity. No one descending 
by “ordinary generation” from such people could 
escape the taint of sin, You cannot bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean without a miracle. 


By the very reading of these names on His hu- 
man side we are led to expect what takes place. 


In the other verses from Chapter 1 (18-25), we 
have the miracle we must expect—the miracle and 
the mystery of the Incarnation. It is a manifesta- 
tion of the amazing grace of God. Jesus Christ is 
Virgin-born. The prophet had foretold this, and 
now we see its fulfillment. The Holy Spirit is the 
agent in His conception “conceived by the power 
of the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.” 
In no other way, as far as we can see, could a 
sinless Saviour come from a sinful line whose 
blood stream is contaminated at every point from 
its source to its end. To refuse to believe in the 
Virgin Birth is to refuse the most natural, as well 
as Scriptura] explanation, and substitute some- 
thing far more difficult to believe. 


God very beautifully and lovingly speaks to 
both Mary and Joseph revealing the truth to them. 
It took faith in both of them to accept this truth. 
It also takes faith in us, but not an unreasonable 
faithh Why not accept God’s explanation and 
praise Him for His grace and love to lost and 
ruined humanity? 


‘The two namés given to the child are very sig- 
nificant. He is to be called Jesus, for He shall 


save His people from their sins; He is to be called 
Immanuel, God with us. 


In the second chapter we have the world’s re. 
action to this miraculous birth. It is the reaction 
(1) of the wise men and (2) of the wicked men 
of the world. 


Just who these Magi were it is impossible to 
say. They came in search of the child guided by a 
special star, “His star.’”” Why write pages of spec- 
ulation concerning some imagined natural con- 
junction of planets? Surely, when God comes to 
earth, one star out of the millions in the skies 
can easily be delegated to the task of guiding the 
wise men of the East. We would naturally expect 
some sign in the Heavens, for the heavens were 
made by Him. 


These men came to the religious leaders of the 
day. The revelation in the sky was to be verified 
by the revelation in Scripture. The scribes could 
tell what prophecy said but they seemed to have 
no desire to follow and see and worship. This may 
be sadly true of religious leaders in any age. Our 
heads may be full of facts and figures, but our 
hearts strangely cold when these lead to Him. 
They seemed more “troubled” than anxious to 
find and follow. 


Herod the king was not only troubled but de 
termined to put to death any potential rival to 
the throne. He was diligent in enquiring of the 
wise men and very cunning and shrewd in his tac- 
tics. “That I may come and worship him also.” 
The devil and his agents have plenty of a certain 
kind of wisdom. 


The star which had disappeared for a time 
shines again to guide to the very place where the 
child lay. It was a better guide than religious 
leaders with no love in their hearts. It brought 
joy to them. 


These wise men “worshipped” the child. They 
seemed to sense no “danger” in worshipping Him. 
It remains for modern minds to find danger in 
worshipping the King. The chief danger is in not 
worshipping when we find Him. They not only 
worshipped but gave him gifts, the most precious 
things they had. There may be some meaning In 
the gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but the 
main point is in the giving. We should “give of 
our best to the Master.” He still has need of us 
and our possessions. 


God takes care of the Holy Child in these dan- 
gerous days. He warns the Magi and they return 
to their own land another way. He warns Josep 
and he takes the child and his mother and flees 
into Egypt. He could have performed another mir 
acle, but God is sparing with his miracles. When 
needed, He can step in and change His laws 4 
easily as we regulate, start and stop, a machine 
we have just made, but He ordinarily lets men do 
what they can to help themselves. This escape into 
Egypt is linked up with prophecy. 


The wrath of Herod is visited in a most cruel 
way upon the little children in and around 
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lehem. The schemes of wicked men cause untold 
misery in the world but cannot interfere with 
God’s plans, but only fulfil what He has written. 


Coming back to the land after the death of 
Herod, by God’s direction, Joseph turns aside to 
live in Nazareth, “that it might be fulfilled—He 
shall be called a Nazarene.” 


The reaction of the world to the child is a fore- 
gleam of its reaction to the Man. Some are wise. 
They find and worship and surrender. Others are 
indifferent. Others are antagonistic only to find 
themselves destroyed and the “wrath of man prais- 
ing him” while the residue of wrath he restrains. 

What is our reaction? Have we followed and 
found and surrendered to the King? 


THE LESSON FOR JANUARY 14 
Jesus Begins His Ministry 


Seripture: Matt. 3-4. Devotional Reading: Luke 
4:16-21. 


Matthew passes over in silence the period from 
his childhood to the beginning of his ministry. In 
Luke 2:40-52 we have the incident of his going 
up to Jerusalem when he was twelve years of age, 
and the closing statement that: “Jesus increased 
in wisdom and statue and in favor with God and 
man.” 


In Matthew 3:1-12 we are told of the work of 
John the Baptist in preparing the way for his 
coming. 


The message of John (Verse 2) was a message 
of repentance. Real repentance is the best sort of 
preparation. Until men change their minds about 
sin and turn from it with grief and hatred and 
show their change of heart by a change of life 
they are not ready for the coming of the kingdom, 
or a real revival. 


John came in fulfillment of prophecy. He was 
but a “voice in the wilderness,” but that voice 
came from a man well fitted to be the forerunner. 


He was a man of great simplicity of life— 
simple in dress and in food. It does not take fine 
clothes and fine food to make a great man. He re- 
minds us of course of Elijah. His unique appear- 
ance and stirring words brought out great crowds 
of people to hear him. Not all of these were in 
earnest and John had to warn them sharply con- 
cerning the need for genuine repentance. It would 
be well if all popular preachers would be as plain 
in dealing with those who flock to hear them. 


While his central message was “repent,” John 
touched on many deep and vital subjects in his 
preaching. He warned of. fiery judgment burning 
up the chaff; He spoke of Christ and His coming; 
of the Holy Spirit and the baptism of fire. The 
greatest thing which John did was to point men to 
Christ, This is most clearly and beautifully brought 
out in the gospel of John. His deep humility was 
one of his most outstanding traits of character. 
He must increase, but I must decrease,” is a sort 
of motto for John. He deserved the eulogy pro- 
hounced upon him by our Lord, “of those born of 
Women, none greater than John.” 


In Verses 13-17 of Chapter 3 and Verses 1-11 
of Chapter 4 we have the preparation of Jesus 
Himself for His ministry. 


The first part of his preparation, Verses 13-17, 
is somewhat surprising. John was surprised to see 
Jesus coming to him for baptism and objected. 
There have been many explanations of why Jesus 
was baptized but the best is His own, “for thus it 
becometh us to fulfill all righteousness,” or as 
Weymouth translates, “for so we ought to fulfil 
every religious duty.’’ Christ was born under the 
law that he might redeem those under the law, 
and baptism was part of the Old Testament law. 
He had no sin and yet he submitted to this sym- 
bolic cleansing from sin. He was to be made sin 
for us. Like his circumcision this was a part of 
his humiliation as he became like us in all things 
in order to be a faithful and merciful high priest. 


The concluding part of his baptism is full of 
meaning, beauty and power. The Holy Spirit de- 
scends upon him; the voice of the Father is heard 
testifying to the fact that “this is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” All three persons of 
the Holy Trinity are present. 


The second part of his preparation is the Temp- 
tation in the wilderness. Led by the Spirit he goes 
to meet and defeat Satan. 


It is well to let our minds go back to Eden and 
the temptation of Adam and Eve and contrast the 
two. We can easily see how the “Second Adam” 
met temptation under far more trying circum- 
stances than the first Adam. Instead of a beau- 
tiful garden, a wilderness; instead of abundance 
of food, forty days of fasting; instead of good 
companionship, the “wild beasts.” 


We do not have space to discuss these tempta- 
tions, but simply to draw a few lessons from them. 


Our Lord met a real personal devil, shrewd, 
cunning, powerful, not a myth to be laughed at, 
but an enemy to be conquered. 


Jesus met the devil with the Word of God. It 
was indeed the Sword of the Spirit and he had 
“the arm to wield it and the skill to use it.” In 
this he is our example. The Word is still the best 
weapon. 


In the second temptation Satan also quotes 
Scripture. “But what is this I see,” exclaims state- 
ly Bishop Hall, “Satan himself with a Bible under 
his arm and a text in his mouth.”. Satan and 
wicked men are still quoting the Bible. 


The three forms of temptation suggest three 
classes of temptation which come to all of us: 
(1) to doubt God’s care; (2) to presume on God’s 
promises; (3) to compromise with the devil. How 
many men in public places of influence and. power 
have risen to those heights by falling down and 
worshipping the devil, in more or less degree! ~ 


This victory of Christ was a victory for the 
whole Luman race. As in Adam all died, so now 
in Christ all can be made alive. He becomes the 
second head of the human race. All our hope is in 
Him. Well might such a victory be celebrated by 
angels coming and ministering to him. He must 
have been exhausted by the ordeal. It is somewhat 
similar to Gethsemane. 
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In Chapter 4:12-25 we have the beginning of 
his ministry. How simply and naturally he began! 
Not with flare of flags and trumpets but in the 
quietest sort of way. As quietly and beautifully as 
light, he comes to those in darkness. (To see the 
order of events and fill in the gap we must study 
John’s account of the beginning of his work). 
John tells us that the life was the light of men. 
Be sure and read John 1:1-14 in this connection. 


He takes up the theme of John the Baptist: “Re- 
pent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Re- 
pentance and faith are fundamental. 


He begins to select and call out from the masses 
those whom he is to teach and train. Very tact- 
fully and naturally and quietly he calls and they 
respond to the call. Jesus was a “man-fancier.” 
He knew their need and their value. While other 
men have “collected” gold and precious stones 
and rare books and paintings, He spent His time 


collecting men. May we also be wise and win 
souls! 


The chapter concludes (Verses 23-25) with a 
summary of his work, his fame and popularity. 


THE LESSON FOR JANUARY 21 
Standards Of The Kingdom 


Scripture: Matt. 4:23 - 6:18. Devotional Read- 
ing: Ps. 15. 


These are standards or ideals set before those 
who are Christ’s followers, who have been “born 
again” and “saved by grace.’”’ The Sermon on the 
Mount is not the plan of Salvation but the beau- 
tiful and perfect plan of life for those who are 
saved. In the very nature of things the great doc- 
trines of the atoning death of our Great High 
Priest, His resurrection, and salvation through 
His blood by grace through faith could not yet be 
stated, for His work was not yet done. 


If no man since the Fall is able perfectly to 
keep the law of God, but breaks it daily in 
thought, word and deed, surely no man can be 
saved by “living” the Sermon on the Mount, for 
it is God’s law in its deep and spiritual meaning. 
It demands perfection, not mere outward ob- 
servance, but inward purity. Like the Fifteenth 
Psalm it speaks of a righteousness we do not 
possess. 


It, like the holy, just, and good law of God, is a 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ that we may be 
saved by His grace. If we read and study it with 
the aid of the Holy Spirit’s enlightening and con- 
victing power, we, as Isaiah, will cry out: “Woe is 
me, for I am undone. I am a man of unclean lips 
and I live among a people of unclean lips.” He 
saw the Lord, high and holy and lifted up. We see 
the. Holy Law and its heart-searching require- 
ments. 


But to those who have been regenerated by the 
Spirit and belong to God’s family and Kingdom, 
this sermon is a beautiful interpretation of God’s 
law and a most inspiring and humbling rule of 
life for every Christian who loves the Lord and 
wishes to be like Him in life and conduct. 


There are two questions that could be asked of 


any country, or kingdom: (1) What sort of people 
live in it? (2) What sort of laws govern it? 


Verses 1-16 of Chapter 5 (we pass over 4:93. 
25, the summary of his work), tell us of the char. 
acter and value of the citizens of the Kingdom, 


In the first twelve verses (the Beatitudes), he 
describes the people as “blessed,” or “happy.” Let 
us see what makes them blessed. 


“Poor in spirit.” Our very poverty overwhelms 
us. The real Christian is neither self-righteous, 
self-centered, or self-satisfied. “Oh to be nothing 
nothing; Lord, at thy feet I fall; To be nothing 
nothing; Christ my all in all.” 


“They that mourn.” God pities those who moum 
for any cause, but He blesses those who mourn on 
account of sin. A broken and contrite heart is His 
home. 


“The meek.” The meek are having a hard time 
now. The proud and violent are possessing the 
earth. Yet this word of our God stands sure: “The 
meek shall inherit the earth and shall delight them- 
selves in the abundance of peace.”’ This is a won- 
derful promise for our dey. 


“Hunger and thirst after righteousness.” There 
are millions of hungry men and women and chil- 
dren in the world. Many will die of hunger. But 
those that hunger after God will be satisfied. 


“The merciful.’”’ If we expect God to shew mercy 
on us, then we must have the same feeling towan 
others. See the parable of the “unmerciful ser- 
vant.” 


“Pure in heart.” Ours is a heart religion. “Out 
of the heart,’’ the Master said. “The heart is the 
man,” said one of Scotland’s greatest preachers. 
A pure heart can only come through the recre- 
ating power of the Holy Spirit. “Create in mea 
clean heart, O God.” 


“The peace-makers.” This war-torn and wat 
weary world will some day say, “Amen,” to these 
words of Jesus. Today we are too busy killing and 
destroying to realize their blessedness. The Great 
Peace-maker, the Prince of Peace, makes peace 
by His blood between the guilty soul and God, and 
will one day bring lasting peace to our old world. 


The persecuted. “Who are these?” “These are 
they who have come out of great tribulation and 
have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.” They are the heroes of 
faith. 


In Verses 13-16 we are told the value of such 
people to the world. They are like salt in a world 
decaying with sin; they are like light in a world 
groping in darkness. Oh that we may not lose our 
savor or fail to “let our light shine!” 


The Kingdom also has laws. 


Christ came not to destroy, but to fulfil that 
law. He does so in two ways. He fulfilled it by 
keeping it perfectly Himself. In Him was no sl! 
He fulfilled also by making it “Full of meaning. 
He interpreted, explained and enforced its heart- 
searching precepts. 


We have the space to but mention these. 
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Take the law of murder. Jesus goes back of the 
overt act to the feeling which prompted the deed. 


Or the law of adultery. The look, the thought, 
the desire is sin, even though the actual deed is 
not committed. 

















His words in Verses 33-37 ought to be written 
in the sky for our profane generation to read and 
tremble. What a rebuke to our swearing and 
slang-using men and women and even children! 












































































































































































> What about Verses 38-44? Is the spirit of hatred 
ig; and revenge going to dominate the planning for 
1g, world peace? If so, then our war will be fought in 
vain. 
im Let us remember Verses 1-4 of Chapter 6 when 
on we give, and Verses 5-8 when we pray, and when 
His we pray the Lord’s Prayer, let us be sure that we 
do not ask God to not forgive our sins, because we 
| refuse to forgive others. Fasting is a thing of the 
me past, almost, but real fasting must be a heart ex- 
“ perience or worthless mockery. 
e 
em- Who can stand before such a law with such an 
on- interpretation and application? Do these words 
not make us ery for mercy and a Saviour from 
sin? If not read them again and again, read them 
ere on your knees, read until] the Spirit of God con- 
~ viets of sin and leads to the Saviour from sin. 
Are we Christians? Let us see anew the amazing 
grace of our God and sing His praises with grate- 
=n ful hearts. 
ser- Are we Christians? What do ye more than 
others? What have I done today that nobody but 
a Christian would have done? If, by God’s grace, 
Out we have done some of these things spoken of in 
the the Sermon on the Mount, then we may be sure 
hers. that the fruit of the Spirit is manifesting itself in 
oe our lives. 
war THE LESSON FOR JANUARY 28 
or Loyalty To The Kingdom 
> an 
‘reat fe. Scripture: Matt. 6:19 - 7:29. Devotional Read- 
yeace fe "8: John 15:7-14. 
3 I like the Young People - Adult Topic: Tests of 
. Christian Loyalty. The loyalty spoken of here is 
» are the loyalty of Christians—those who have been 
and fm “ved by grace, born again, and as we see in our 
te in devotional reading (John 15:7-14) “Abide in 
es of Him,” “bear much fruit,” continue in his love, 
keep his Father’s commandments, “love one an- 
other,” and are his friends. This loyalty is born 
oe of love, 
wo. 
world We like Americans who are loyal because they 
e our e America. We do not care for hyphenated 
Americans—not if they leave the hyphen in. When 
these foreigners come to our shores we want them 
to “come all,” as one of them said. Christ wants a 
i“ ully surrendered life. 
it by If we have been saved by the precious blood of 
0 sin. ae Redeemer we belong to Him and our citizen- 
ning. slp 18 in Heaven, where He sits at the right hand 








heart- Bef God. Do we forget sometimes where our citizen- 


hip is? Are we as careful about our loyalty to 
ur country above as we are about our loyalty to 
ur temporary home in America? 























These “Tests” will help us to honestly answer 
these and other questions. 


In Verses 19-20 we have the test of treasures. 
What sort of “treasures” are we most interested 
in, and where are we storing them? Our hearts 
follow our treasures. Are we more interested in 
material wealth, or in spiritual riches? The only 
enduring treasures are the latter sort, and these 
are the only kind we can take with us. The king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink—or silver and 


gold—but righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 


In Verses 22-23 we have the test of the single 
eye, or sound eye. Anyone who has tried to drive 
a car at night with the lights out of focus, one 
shining on the road and the other out in the trees 
will see a little of the meaning of these verses. 
Like Paul, we must keep our eyes fixed on the 
“one thing.” 


Verse 24 speaks of the single master. Is our al- 
legiance divided? Do we try to love both “God and 
gold,” or do we love God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and let our gold be His ser- 
vant and our servant? 


In Verses 24-34 we have the ever-present temp- 
tation of worry, or anxiety. If we are citizens of 
His kingdom then we have a King who looks after 
his subjects. Earthly rulers do not always do this, 
but our Heavenly Father knows that we have need 
of “all these things” and cares for His own. He 
even cares for the birds and flowers and sees that 
they are fed and clothed. How “little” is our 
faith when we worry and fret. How we dishonor 
Him by such disloyalty. If we seek first His king- 
dom and His righteousness all these things will be 


added to us. May He help us to really believe that 
promise! 


Verses 1-5 of Chapter 7 would keep us from 
judging and criticising our fellow citizens while 
we have greater faults in our own lives. It is so 
easy to overlook seme big sin in ourselves while 
we see the smaller sin in our brother. The law of 
love which lies behind our loyalty will enable us 
to see clearly, and judge very leniently, when it 
comes to other people. 


Verse 6 is not so easily understood. I have 
thought of this imperfect illustration. We would 
not wish to cast our flag, “old glory,” under the 
feet of a crowd of “hoodlums” to be trampled in 
the mud. The “pearls of the Kingdom” are more 
sacred than any flag, and there are those who are 
so like “swine” that they desecrate everything 
they touch. This verse, however, is not to be used 
as an excuse for our neglect of those deep in sin. 
Let us be very careful about whom we call “dogs 
and swine.” 


Someone has called Verses 7-12 “Prayer’s 
Magna Charta.”” We have here the freedom and 
privileges of the citizens of the Kingdom in their 
prayer life. Are we loyal to this freedom and 
these privileges? Do we ask, seek, knock, with the 
expectation of a reply? Do we realize how much 
more willing God is to give than we are to ask? 


In Verse 12 we have the much-talked-of and 
little-practiced ‘‘Golden Rule.” If it takes, “all the 
grace that God can give, simply to live, my 
brother, simply to live,” then how much more 
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grace to live the Golden Rule. It is an “acid test” 
of loyalty. 


This question is suggested by Verses 12-13: 
Does our “way of life” fit the way Christ de- 
scribes? He Himself is “the door’ and “the way.” 
If we have entered the Kingdom, we have come 
through Him. But He speaks of two very distinct 
and different “ways” in these verses. Are we 
walking with Him in the strait and narrow way, 
or are we compromising with the world and its 
“way?” Loyal disciples must “follow Him.” The 
world often asks the question, “What do these 
Hebrews (Christians) here?” Too many of us are 
travelling with the crowds. In the narrow way 
and strait gate there is room for “body and soul, 
but not for body and soul and sin.” (Bunyan). 


Loyal citizens will not listen to traitors or those 
who are trying to undermine our government. 
These are the “false prophets” of Verse 15. The 
test of these false teachers is fruit. As we look at 
other lands and see the fruit of their materialistic 
and godless philosophy we who love our country 
wish none of it here, and loyal subjects of Christ 


want none of the false teachings of “Modernism,” 
We see its fruit in a dead and dying church. 


In Verses 21-23 we have the test of obedi 
and this is one of the surest tests of all. “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” Loyal citizens 
say little and do much. Many Americans say much 
and sing much but give the lie to all they gj 
and say by the way they live. They do not obey 
either God’s laws or their country’s laws. Jesys 
Christ will say of such citizens of His Kingdom, 
“T never knew you.” 


He illustrates the importance of obedience by 
the story of the two men. The man who hears and 
does not do is like a man building his house op 
the sand, while the man who both hears and dog 
is like a man building on a rock. It is a fine thing 
to be a doer of the Word. It makes a rock founda. 
tion. 


The one giving this “Test” has the right to thus 
examine us. He speaks with authority, not as the 
scribes. May He search our hearts today and give 
us grace to be loyal! 





A SERIOUS CALL 
By Rev. Chas. A. Logan 


This is a Serious Call to the 297 pastors of our 
Church who receive salaries of $3,000 or over. If 
you have been serving in your present Church less 
than five years, you should not consider it. But to 
the rest, it is a call to resign your pastorate, and 
go out into one of the suburbs of our cities where 


there is no Presbyterian Church and build a new 
church. 


It is a serious call because it calls upon you to 
leave all that you have, to take up your cross, and 
for Christ’s sake to extend His Kingdom and build 
a new church. 


It is a challenging call for you to go out with 
the sword of the Lord and of Gideon, and test the 
strength of your arm and your faith, and see how 
many you can bring to Christ and His Church in 
a new field. 


It is a thrilling call, for there are great open 
suburbs in all of our cities, and there is no thrill 
like the one of knowing that you are preaching 
the gospel where it had not been preached, and 
building on a new foundation. “What will become 
of our churches?” 


This brings us to the reason for this Serious 
Call. There are 260 chaplains returning to us 
after peace is made. They have been preaching to 
men. They are manly men. They have had a new 
experience. Your churches will desire to hear 
their manly messages and honour them. Why not 
let them take your places? 


Our soldiers love and respect them. When they 
come home, they will come to church if they know 
that their chaplain is the preacher. 


These chaplains are brave, strong men. They 
have seen big things. By the help of the Lord, 
they will carry on vigorously, and will accomplish 
great things in our churches. As the result, we 


should see the greatest progress in our Church in 
one year that we have ever known in our history. 


Say 250 of our best and most experienced pas- 
tors have the courage and love and humility to 
accept this Serious Call, they should win, on the 
average, 100 souls to their new churches in a 
year. That would make an addition of 25,000 
members to our Church. 


Say 250 of our best and bravest chaplains have 
the courage and love and humility to accept this 
Serious Call, and trusting in our Lord to help 
them, become pastors of our largest churches, 
they should win, on the average, 100 souls to 
Christ in a year. That would mean an increase of 
another 25,000, making a total of 50,000 additions 
in the new and old churches in one year. Even an 
efficient pastor may not be able to build a new 
church in one year, but he should be able to build 
one and bring it to self-support in three yeals. 
And the result would be that we would see about 
85 new churches added to our list in a year, that 
is, one per Presbytery, instead of the small nun- 
ber of 17, that is, one per Synod, as has been our 
average for many years. 


And one more result is sure. We should se 
enough young people dedicating their lives for 
full-time service to fill all the vacancies in the 
home land, and all the fields that must be occupied 
in foreign lands. 


The First Sermon Jesus 
Preached 
By Rev. G. Allen Fleece, D.D.° 


Many verses in the New Testament declare that 
one of the important activities in Christ’s mini 
on earth was that of preaching. Indeed, we © 
safely say that He is the greatest preacher ine 
ever lived, for His congregation declared, “N 
man spake like this man.” 


= 
= 
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As we think of this greatest of preachers, and 
know Him to be the Son of God who had come to 
reveal Himself to the world as the only Saviour 
of men, we should be tremendously interested in 
the first sermon He preached when He came to 
earth from heaven. We should expect that very 
frst message to state clearly His purpose for com- 
ing, and te make plain the truth of God He came 
to reveal. This is exactly what we find. 


You will not come upon this first sermon by 
starting to read at the beginning of the New 
Testament and stopping at the first sermon there 
recorded. That would be the Sermon on the 
Mount. But the first sermon that Jesus actually 
preached was before the Sermon on the Mount, 
for the first three Gospels begin the record of 
Christ’s public ministry with the Galilean min- 
istry, whereas the ministry in Judea came first. 
This we find in John’s Gospel. 


Now as we pick up John’s Gospel we discover 
that the first sermon of this wonderful preacher 
is in Chapter 3. His text was John 3:16: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” His 
subject was the necessity of the new birth: “Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” The cross was the central 
theme, as Jesus declared, “Even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up.’”’ His congregation? Just one 
man. 


What a blessed message—God’s loving heart 
has provided salvation for sinners through Jesus 
Christ, who died on the cross in our place. It is 
an individual matter, as each of us must be born 
again through accepting Christ for himself. This 
sermon is meant for you personally, just as it 
was for Nicodemus. 


*Member of the Faculty of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chicago, Ill. 


—— 
— 


Beware Of Leaven 


“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees and of Herod.” 





(See Matt. 16:6 and Mark 8:15 combined) 


Where is thy danger? What, O church, shalt thou 
most fear? 


Is it foes without, who oppose, blaspheme, mock, 
sneer; 

All fierce, persecuting powers? 

This bitter lot is often ours. 

No! Our peril is from within, 

The subtle, secret, hidden sin; 

This saps our strength, this makes unclean, 

Until at length, in the heart unseen, 

Deadly poison has thoroughly spread— 

Beware of leaven,” the Master said. 


Look and see—the self-righteous Pharisee proud, 


com in full-trimmed robes, prays long and 


Thinking himself all unstained, 

Still unwashed, he remained 
lypocrite—a mask he wore— 

- heart a foul, uncleansed sore— 
® compassion for fellow-men; 
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Though born so high, not born again; 
Thinking he lived, was really dead— 
“Beware of leaven,” the Saviour said. 


Hardened in mind, unbelieving Sadducee 
Could nothing spiritual, supernatural see; 
With doubts, jibes, and ignorance dense, 
Saw not God’s omnipotence. 

His benighted, skeptical soul 

Was unresponsive to the whole 

Of Christ’s ministry, grand and good— 
The Sadducee, His God withstood— 
Blindly, stupidly by Satan led— — 

“Beware of leaven,’”’ the Teacher said. 
Followers of Herod, that “fox,” cruel, cunning, 
Good, pure, separated lives openly scorning, 
Taught that Church and world must unite, 
So that, hand joining hand, they might 
Attain all Satan could bestow, 

Worldly pomp and power below, 

The pleasures and the riches rare 

That to carnal minds seem so fair, 

Which the tempter besought Uhrist to share: 
No wonder the Master said, “Beware.” 


What medicine can cure? Dangerous doctrines 
these, 


Corrupt leaven, like a loathsome spreading dis- 
ease, 

Touch, contaminate, make us hard, 

Threaten with death, and turn from God. 

Faith must be planted in the heart; 

God to us His great love impart. 

He says, “Come out,” separated be, 

Consecrate all your life to me. 
“Beware of leaven,” the Master said, 
“Follow Me” closely, be unafraid. 


Today, before a bleeding, dying world we stand; 
The church with money, buildings, equipment so 
grand, 

Is sick within. Saviour, search 

With “eyes of flaming fire,” Thy church; 
“Beware of leaven,” Thou hast said; 

Also, “Having a name to live, thou art dead.” 
Listen, now, to my earnest plea, 

Search me, O Christ, search even me! 

For Thou hast said, “My child, take care,’ 

Of this deadly leaven, “Beware!” 


(If a revival, we would see, 
Purged from “leaven,” we must be). 


—H. G. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CROSS 
By F. W. Dillistone 
Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.50. 


Une of the most penetrating observations ever 
made on the atonement of Christ came from the 
lips of Dr. James Stalker in his Cunningham Lec- 
tures. He stated, “Nine-tenths of the modern books 
on the atonement are occupied with its effects on 
the mind of God. All modern writers are aware 
that Jesus came to make good men better, but 
comparatively few have any idea that He came 
to make bad men good. Yet this is the gospel.” 
He further affirmed, “But by far the most im- 
portant effect of the death of Christ was its 
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effect on the mind of God.” Dr. Stalker believed 
that the death of Christ on the cross altered the 
relation of God to sinners. It did not make God 
love sinners, for this He had always done. But it 
removed an obstacle to the free outflow of the 
divine love. If Dr. Stalker is correct, and we 
believe he is, then judged in the light of his ob- 
servations this book is not quite all that we could 
desire. It must be said, however, in all fairness 
to the author that he takes far more seriously the 
Godward side of reconciliation than most modern 
writers. Our point is that though this is one of 
the best modern books on the work of Christ on 
the cross we feel that it should go a little further 
in dealing with the effect of the cross on the 
moral government of God. 


This book is the result of a course of lectures 
on “Preaching The Atonement.” The author ampli- 
fied and revised them and now presents them to 
the public in this present form. He states that 
for many years his chief interest theologically has 
been in the doctrine of the atonement. He acknow- 
ledges his indebtedness to Drs. James Denny and 
P. T. Forsyth and this volume shows the whole- 
some influence exerted by these two Christian 
leaders. 


There are two principle sections in this book: 
one devoted to the New Testament foundation of 
the doctrine, and one to its reinterpretation in 
terms of present day thoughts and ideas. Profes- 
sor Dillistone asserts that there are four great 
areas of human experience from which relevant 
metaphors may be drawn in applying the sig- 
nificance of the cross. The first is that of the 
struggle for life; the second is that of the organ- 
ized public life of the community; the third is 
that of the ordered life of human family. In carry- 
ing out these ideas he relates the first area to 
the cross as redemptive conflict; to the second as 
righteous judgment; to the third as creative 
suffering; and the fourth as forgiving love. 


There are several things that conspire to make 
this a profitable book for our generation. The first 
is that of the struggle for life; the second is that 
of the organized public life of the community; 
and the fourth is that of the ordered life of hu- 
man family. In carrying out these ideas he relates 
the first area to the cross as redemptive conflict; 
to the second as righteous judgment; to the third 


as creative suffering; and the fourth as forgiving 
love. 


There are several things that conspire to make 
this a profitable book for our generation. The first 
thing is that the author realizes that any serious 
study of Christ’s atonement must begin with the 
Bible itself, and that no treatment of the work 
of Christ that does not rest upon a Biblical foun- 
dation will stand. It is also profitable because 
the author goes back to the great masters on the 
subject and is conscious that modern scholars are 
not the only persons who have given profound 
thought to the atonement of Christ. Once more, 
it is valuable in that the author insists that the 
atonement is something that must be preached. 
Taken as a whole this is a constructive work, and 
any Christian who is willing to spend a little time 
in following the author’s presentation will be 
better informed and greatly strengthened. 

—John R. Richardson. 


ONE GOD — ONE WORLD 
By Clarence Tucker Craig 


Published By The Association Press & Fle 
H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Price 75c. 


ming 


A clearly set forth statement of the new one. 
ness that makes the whole world kin. There igs no 
room in our present day thought for isolationism, 
Expanding geographical horizons call for a push. 
ing back of the frontiers of the spiritual world. 
Jesus envisioned that when He commanded His 
disciples to “go into all the world.” But the 
Church has not always thought in terms of one 
world and has been slow to follow her Leader. 


The opening chapters are didactic and meaty, 
The Kingdom of God is discussed with clarity, 
Dr. Craig makes the point that the Kingdom js 
not in the process of “building,” that that is u- 
Biblical, a view shared by a great host of Bible 
students. He asserts the Sermon on the Mount 
points away from any dependence upon man’s 
own goodness to utter reliance on the forgiving 
love of God, an emphasis needed today when 
about all that is left of the New Testament for 
many preachers is the ethical teaching of Jesus as 
found in that Sermon of unparalleled beauty. The 
tendency is to regard it as an offered ethic that 
can be accepted as a thing apart. The author 
asserts it is no substitute for faith. 


The book is Bible-centered and is part of the 
library of the Pioneering Church Series. It would 
be good to own. —Joseph G. Kane. 


yt 


COMING TO TERMS WITH LIFE 
By Wm. B. Elliott, Jr., D.D. 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.50. 


Measured by modern homiletical standards, the 
fifteen sermons in this volume must be rated high. 
They are brief. In fact, their brevity almost places 
them in the class of sermonettes. They have & 
noble purpose in view at all times and are designed 
to achieve this purpose. They are interesting and 
the author’s style is simple and vigorous. We com- 
mend especially the lofty ethical note sounded in 
each sermon. There is an earnest plea for Christian 
living. The best sermon, in our judgment, ‘is the 
one entitled “Is Missions An Elective.” This 1s 4 
good specimen of worthy preaching. 


We would like to see a volume of this nature 
place more emphasis on what Thomas Chalmers 
called “The Grand Particularities of the Christian 
Faith” or what Herrick Johnson called “The Ideal 
Constants.” The roots of Christianity must not be 
ignored if we expect its best fruits. According t 
the New Testament norm of preaching, doctrine 
and ethics should go hand in hand. Ethical im- 
peratives must be grounded in Christian doctrine. 
All of these sermons are helpful but we are col 
vinced that they would be even more helpful with 
a little more of the substance of Christian doctrine 
added to strengthen them.—John R. Richardson. 
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INSPIRATION PLUS REVELATION 
EQUALS THE BIBLE 
By Harry Rimmer, D.D., Sc.D. 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 60c. 


The critics of the doctrine of inspiration, as 
taught by the church for centuries, sometimes 
sate that conservatives should define what they 
mean by inspiration. In this book we have such a 
definition and we suggest that all desiring more 
light upon this subject read this volume at once. 
Dr. Rimmer declares that men who know nothing 
of this doctrine often deride it, and Christians who 
ought to be able to set them straight on the sub- 
ject seem to be equally confused. To remove this 
confusion he offers this simple definition, “It is 
the process by which the Spirit of God kept His 
Word free from error or fallacy, and reserved it 
from contradiction or mistake. All that we imply 
in the term inspiration is the supervision of the 
writing by the Holy Ghost Who alone could have 
operated over the centuries as the editor of all 
parts of the Book.” 


The author believes “all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” He is convinced “You can 
not accept certain parts as inspired because they 
appeal to you and reject other sections because 
they condemn you or do not coincide with your 
personal ideas and theories.” He defends vigor- 
ously the infallibility of the Scriptures. He states: 
“Since inspiration is the process which the Holy 
Spirit used to keep His Word free from error or 
contradictions, the result would be, and is, an 
infallible Book. Thus only can we account for the 
many remarkable wonders displayed in the per- 
fections of the Bible, and thus only could we be- 
come possessed of the Book that is equally author- 
itative in every century, to every race and to all 
circles of learning. When science deals with facts 
and not theory there is an amazing unanimity be- 
tween these two worlds of knowledge, science and 
Scripture. Where philosophy is practical and be- 
comes empirical, explanations of truth agree com- 
pletely with the premises of Holy Writ. Where his- 
try is accurately written it goes hand in hand 
with Biblical records and prognostications. The 
complete and perfect harmony that exists between 

phases of truth may thus be witnessed in an 
honest and unprejudiced study of the Bible be- 


cause the Holy Spirit has kept the growing record 
true to facts.” 


Dr. Rimmer rightly distinguishes between in- 
spiration and revelation. He defines revelation 
as “The supernatural impartation to man of knowl- 
dge and information he could not derive from 
iis Wn observations or research.” The chapter on 
The Climax of Revelation” that deals with this 
subject is most illuminating. The author has a 
deep appreciation for this revelation and believes 
it to be eternal. He has scathing words for those 
who would rob our children of the assurance of 
tevelation. He writes, ““What folly to allow an 
fnemy to rob us of our knowledge of God, taking 
0m us the only light we have, and leaving us in 
Morance and darkness forever! For make no 
mistake; the person who tries to shake your faith 
Mm the Bible is your enemy, no matter in what 
suse or disguise he or she may appear!’ 


It is a joy to commend this book and we do so 
without the slightest reservation. It should be 
broadcasted all over our church. It should be used 
in our young people’s meetings and conferences. 
It would be especially helpful to the young people 
from our homes who are now in college. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN LATIN AMERICA 
By George P. Howard 


Published By The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 1944. 170 Pages. Price $2.00. 


Here is the authoritative and convincing answer 
to the Roman Catholic claim that Protestant 
Missions in Latin America constitute a hindrance 
to the Good Neighbor Policy. Commissioners to 
the last General Assembly will remember the 
author, Dr. George P. Howard, for his stirring 
address in reply to the Catholic charge. 


Dr. Howard, minister and missionary, is a citi- 
zen of Argentina, though he was born of American 
parents and received his advanced education in 
the United States. In recent years he has traveled 
from country to country under the auspices of the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, as a 
sort of apostle-at-large to the South American 
people. Speaking in theaters, city auditorium, 
lecture halls, forums, university centers, clubs, 
churches, and in the open air, he has interpreted 
Christianity to representative audiences in most of 
the chief cities of the Southern continent. He has 
been especially effective in his approach to the 
intellectuals and upper classes. 


On a visit to the United States two years ago, 
the author was shocked at the extent of the Roman 
Catholic campaign in this country to set the pub- 
lic mind against the idea of Protestant Missions 
in Latin America. Accepting the challenge of the 
Catholic organ, America, that the question as to 
whether Protestant Missions should be allowed to 
expand their work in Latin America is not some- 
thing for us in this country to answer but is a 
matter on which a reply “must come from the 
people and government of Latin America.” Dr. 
Howard determined to take the question directly 
to these very sources to see what answer they 
had to give. A journey of several months took him 
through Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, 
Colombia, and Mexico, where he interviewed many 
scores of the leaders of thought. It is interesting 
to note that the majority of the people approached 
by the author were Catholics. 


The book is largely a record of these interviews 
and of voluntary testimonies to Protestant Missions, 
in most instances so gladly given that the author 
himself was amazed. He found men and women 
eager to express themselves. Statesmen, judges, 
men of letters, educators, business men, journal- 
ists, students, and many others, not only talked 
willingly and frankly but signed their names to 
transcripts of their views. 


The book constitutes a convincing answer to the 
question that provoked its writing. At the same 
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time it points to a determined Catholic effort to 
influence government opinion and policy in our 
own country, and warns against the emergence 
of a dangerous religious situation here in the 
United States. Every Presbyterian ought to read 
this book. —C. Darby Fulton. 
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THE WESTMINSTER DICTIONARY 
OF THE BIBLE 


By John D. Davis. Revised and Rewritten 
By Henry Snyder Gehman. 


Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3.50. 


For many years Bible students have used the 
Dictionary Of The Bible by John D. Davis with 
profit and pleasure. This dictionary not only con- 
tained the best fruit of Dr. Davis’ mind, but also 
some magnificent articles on important subjects 
by Professors G. T. Purves and B. B. Warfield. 
Dr. Gehman, the professor of Old Testament 
Literature in Princeton Theological Seminary, has 
given us a revised edition and in doing so re- 
constructed a number of the former articles. On 
a few subjects the reviser omitted some of the 
material used in former editions, and on other 
subjects added new material bearing especially 
upon archeology and Biblical geography. The con- 
servative position is maintained in this volume. 
For example, in the article on “Inspiration” we 
read, “Inspiration according to the apostle is there- 
fore the fundamental] quality of the written Scrip- 
tures, by virtue of which they are the word of 
God and are clothed with all the characteristics 
which properly belong to the Word of God.” He 
does not hesitate to say that the Bible is “the 
very Word of God” and unhesitatingly affirms its 


divine origin. He recognizes God as the Author of 
the Bible. 


As a supplement to this dictionury there is a 
map index and sixteen important maps of Pales- 
tine with its various historical] and geographical 
divisions. For reverance and accuracy we know 
of no work of this nature that is superior to this 
dictionary of the Bible. We are convinced that it 
will prove to be most helpful to all Sunday School 
teachers and Bible students. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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MODERN SCIENCE AND THE 
GENESIS RECORD 
By Harry Rimmer, Sc.D. 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


A large book of nearly three hundred pages. It 
is second in the Frost Memorial Series. In a 
brilliant and fascinating manner the author treats, 
in eleven chapters, the thirty-one verses of the 
First Chapter of Genesis. He presents convincing 
evidence for the solar rather than the epochal 
“days” of creation. Interesting and fascinating 
facts about the mystery of light, the ocean’s spread 
and depth, the structure of the mountains, how 
Botany praises God, the light-holders of the 
heavens, the relation of fish to mankind, how 
“evolution goes to pieces on a bee’s knee,” Zoology 
and the Lamb of God, and the Creation of Adam a 
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climax to the creative work of God. Packed fy) 
of scientific facts told in an interesting and com. 
pelling manner. Not a dry paragraph in its two 
hundred and ninety-two pages. Ministers, young 
people and laymen generally will find this a com. 
pelling volume to read. Put it on your “must” list 
today. —Stephen B. Williams, 
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THE TALE OF THE WIDOWS’ SONS 
By Robert Harris Gearhart, Jr. 


Published By The Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


Ranging from 1025 B.C. to 29 A.D. are these 
stories of six widows’ sons’ search for the truth. 
It began with Hyram of Biv, a famous architect in 
Phoenicia, defying the heathen gods and proclaim. 
ing his faith in a god stil] unknown. When he died 
a martyr’s death, his son took up the search for 
the truth. In the many centuries that followed, 
Hyram’s descendants, as skilled in architecture as 
they were zealous in their search for the true God, 
came nearer and nearer to the end of their search 
until finally in 29 A.D. the son of Nain found Him 
whom all those who search in earnest will sooner 
or later come to know, the living Christ. 


The startling fact in this book is that those to 
whom the knowledge of God had been entrusted 
deliberately refused to share it with the ignorant 
pagan nations. They thought these foreign peoples 
would defile the temple of God. It is this that 
makes the reader say to himself after he has 
closed the book, “Am I deliberately keeping sin- 
ners out of the kingdom of God? What am I doing 
to lead them to the true God?” It is a challenging 
theme. —Lucile Liddell. 
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THE MYSTERY OF BETHLEHEM 


By Prof. Herman Houkesma 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 


The inexhaustible theme of the incarnation and 
its benefits to mankind is handled in this book 
with freshness, beauty and reverence. Professor 
Houkesma finds great spiritual delight in com 
templating the mystery of Bethlehem. He believes 
that with the confession that this Child of the 
Virgin Mary is the Son of God come into the flesh 
the Christian faith stands or falls. Although he 
recognizes that no one shall ever fathom 
Wonder of all wonders—that the infinite, eternal, 
glorious and everlasting God united Himself wi 
finite human nature, he is convinced that He has 
reached down into the depth of our death to lift 
us into the glorious heights of this everlasting 
covenant. The twelve messages in this book 
be most helpful for family devotions, especially 
the Christmas season. —John R. Richardson. 
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Give The Southern Presbyterian Journal for 
Christmas. Six gift subscriptions for five 





